
                                            

 

Information Letter for Bowldown Class- September 2017 
 
Welcome back to a new year for your child in Bowldown Class. I am very excited to be teaching the 
class and I look forward to getting to know you and your children better. I would like to take this 
opportunity to go through some of the routines in Bowldown Class. As the children move into and 
through Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and 2), they will be encouraged to become more independent and take 
greater responsibility for themselves and their property.  
 
Please see the attached topic web for our topic this term which is ‘Off on a journey…’. We would 
love visitors to the class room so if you have travelled to a different country and could bring in 
photos or tell us about what it was like there and let us ask you some simple questions (about the 
weather, the sort of clothes you wore, which animals you saw) that would be fantastic- please come 
and talk to me so we can sort out a day which suits you.  
 
Equipment 
P.E bags- PE kits need to be in school every day. The children will be taught games on Wednesday 
mornings with Mr Yolland-Jones and core skills on another afternoon. 
Please can you make sure that the children come in with a full school PE kit (with every item 
labelled with their name), white t-shirt, navy shorts and trainers (with a red hoody and navy 
jogging bottoms for colder weather). The P.E kits will be sent home every half term to be washed. 
Book bag- containing their school reading book, sharing/school library book, reading record 
and home learning book. Please make sure this comes into school every day. 
Pencil cases- Children in Key Stage 1 do not need to bring a pencil case to school as we provide all 
the equipment they need.  
Lunch box- children in Key Stage 1 are entitled to free school dinners but if your child brings a 
packed lunch instead this will go on the lunchbox store in the cloakroom.  
Water bottle- All children should have a named water bottle in school each day to enable them to 
be able to easily have a drink throughout the day. Please provide a named bottle for this purpose. 
Healthy snack (for break)- Children in Key Stage 1 are provided with free fruit at break times, 
although, if you wish to provide an alternative healthy snack, please send this in a named 
container. 
 
Home learning 
Children will have a home learning book in their book bag, which will give information about what 
they have been learning in class and activities which can be carried out at home to build on class 
work. Keeping the home learning book in their book bag will help with communication about your 
child’s learning. 
 
-Reading 
Regular reading is crucial in helping your child do well as they move through school. We encourage 
children to use their learning through ‘phonics’ to help them to read the school books sent home. 
The children will be heard read at least once a week in school, and this will be a combination of 
individual reading, reading groups or through other reading activities. Having books and reading 
records in school every day, as part of the children’s routine, is vital. Children may also choose a 
book from the wider range in the classroom or from the school library to take home with them to 
share with you. The children’s school reading books will be changed as necessary, with the children 
learning the systems for changing books to enable them to make choices within the colour band 
they are currently working in.  



                                            

 
To encourage regular reading, children will have the chance to earn a ‘Reading Fiver Activity Treat’ 
– this is a reward afternoon activity, for children who have at least ‘5’ days of reading recorded in 
their reading record, each week for a half-term. Children will receive a sticker in their reading 
record to mark each week they are successful and a chart in class will record their progress over 
the term. The ‘Reading Fiver’ treat will happen at the end of each half-term for children who 
achieve this. Please ensure your child clearly records their reading in their reading record with the 
date and that it is signed- the records will be checked each week. As well as reading their school 
reading books, any other reading counts: comics, letters, recipes, magazines, games involving 
reading so all of these can be recorded.  
 
-Phonics/Spelling 
Your child will have the sounds and key words that we are looking at in class recorded in their home 
learning books. There will be mini-spelling tests as sentence writing activities each week, to 
practise what has been learnt over the week and to recap learning from earlier weeks.  
 
- Maths 
In their home learning books, we will inform you of our maths learning in class and your child will 
have a small number of ‘Learn its facts’ to practise at home to increase their speed of recall. 
There may also be maths related activities for them to explore at home. 
 
-Topic 
Our learning during a term will be linked around a central theme. There will be three main topics 
over the year, with all curriculum areas being covered.  Topic webs will be sent out near the 
beginning of each term and during each new topic there will be topic homework with a range of 
activities for your child to choose from. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support. If you have any other questions or you would like more 
explanation, then please let us know. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
Mrs Laver and Mrs Ward 
 
 
 


