
 

Haymead’s Autumn Term Class Letter 

Eureka – Ancient Greeks 

Welcome back to our Year 4 parents and welcome to Haymead to the new Year 3 parents. 

We are very pleased to be back after a lovely Summer break and are very excited to start teaching your children.  

We are going to kick start this year with the Ancient Greeks. This is a brilliant topic that allows us to draw in the other 
areas of the curriculum to make it as creative as we can. We will be looking at the life of a Greek; the gods; the 
famous battles; myths and legends; Olympics; clay pots; using maps to locate Greece and the empire at the time. We 
will also be looking at how to make some everyday recipes; looking at geographical zones; electricity and gymnastics.  

We have decided to have a little change around with the order of how we are going to do things through the week – 
just to keep you on your toes! Originally, times table tests and spelling tests were on a Friday but these will now take 
place on a Monday. We will then also send out a letter which we will stick into their reading record for you to see their 
result and what they will need to learn for the next week. This will include their new set of spellings and times table or 
tables! Children will also be learning their spellings through handwriting practice in their registration task when they 
are not taking part in the mile run.  

Maths homework and literacy homework will be handed out on a Friday and will be expected back in on Thursdays. 

We will continue to listen to your child read their own reading book and work with them during guided reading sessions 
once a week and these will be noted in your child’s reading record so you can ask them questions; what did you read 
to your teacher today? What words did you struggle with? Could you have predicted what you read? etc. Please may 
we take this opportunity to remind you all to read to your child at home at least 5 times a week, and if there were 
words they didn’t understand or pronounce correctly you could note these down so we could ask them about them 
when we listen to them read next. Reading out loud is a very important skill for them to learn and as they get older 
they will start to notice things, like how the punctuation is helping them, and this will also aid them in becoming better 
writers.  

PE will continue to be on a Wednesday for games and then a Monday for either Gymnastics or Dance. Please can 
you make sure that your child comes into school with a FULL PE kit – preferably with trainers rather than daps.  

If your child attends clubs, it would be easier if they had a different kit to their PE KIT. We suggest this due to two main 
reasons; they can be dismissed a lot quicker and swiftly at the end of the session and they don’t run the risk of 
forgetting their PE Kit the next day or two when they have their PE lesson. However, this is only a suggestion. 

School bags are becoming bigger and bigger; they only need to be able to hold an A4 book, or two if your child learns 
an instrument, a pencil case and their reading book and record. We have a very small cloakroom and with the winter 
weather fast approaching, we will soon have their coats and wellies too, so please can we keep the children’s 
rucksacks to a smaller size.  

Children are now allowed to bring in a pencil case – however this comes with a restriction – it has to fit in their drawer 
easily. If it doesn’t they will be asked to leave it in their bag or not to be brought back into class. 

Just to remind you children in key stage 2 are not part of the free fruit scheme, so if you would like your child to have a 
snack, you will now need to provide that healthy snack for your child. 

Finally, Miss Parsons and myself would very much appreciate that if you ever have a query, or a worry, or you just 
want to share what a member of Haymead did in the weekend – please grab us. If it isn’t at a convenient time we will 
happily arrange a time that is. We would much rather you come to us straight away with any worry rather than keep it 
to yourself till parents evening. If you’re not at pick up then please send an email to the office and they will make sure 
that we get it. 

Thank you,  

Mrs Walker and Miss Parsons. 


