
RIDGE CLASS NEWLETTER    AUTUMN 1   2018-2019 

 

Dear Parents,  

Welcome back! We hope you all had a lovely summer holiday and managed to catch some 
sunshine. We are very excited to have the children back in school in their new classroom with 
their new class and we hope they all settle in quickly.  

Our topic this term will be ‘Journey to the rainforest’. Please find a topic plan attached 
outlining a taste of what we will be learning throughout the term.  

Our guided reading book this term will be “Kensuke’s Kingdom” by Michael Morpurgo. We 
have a few copies in school but if you have one at home or are willing to buy/borrow one 
from a local library we would be extremely grateful.   

 

Equipment  

P.E.  

P.E. will take place on a Monday and Wednesday afternoon, however please ensure that the 
children come to school with full and weather appropriate P.E. kit (clearly labelled) every day 
in an appropriate sized bag.   

 

School Bag/Pencil Cases 

As we have now moved to our new classroom, space in our cloakroom is limited. Therefore, 
it would be very helpful for our cloakroom monitors if school bags are kept as small as 
possible. Children need only a reading record, pencil case and any letters to go home inside.  

Children will be provided with all the resources they need during the school day. They are, 
however, permitted to bring a pencil case that will fit comfortably in their drawer containing 
the basic equipment: pencil, pen, ruler, rubber, sharpener and possibly coloured pencils/pens.  
If a pencil case is deemed to be too large then it will be sent home. The children have been 
reminded that all equipment is brought in at their own risk. If children’s belongings start to 
go missing, then these rules may be changed. As always toys/accessories are not permitted in 
school unless they are topic related.  

Homework 

Homework will be handed out on a Friday and collected in on a Thursday. Any homework 
not handed in on Thursday will not be marked. Children will receive homework every week 
which will be stuck in their blue homework books. They are expected to complete this 
homework and a record will be kept.  

 

Spelling 



To begin with, children will receive 6 words each week from the KS2 key word spelling lists. 
The children will practise these words every day in school but we also ask that they practise 
them at least 3 times over the course of the week at home. They will be tested on these words 
every Friday and will only receive new words if they are correct in the test. It is important 
that the children not only practise how to spell the words, but also understand them and are 
able to write them in an appropriate sentence.  

Mathematics 

Children will be given mathematics homework that will enable them to consolidate or build 
upon what they have learnt in class. Each Friday, the children will be tested on times tables 
and key mental calculation skills called ‘Numeracy Ninjas’, therefore it is important that they 
keep practising these skills at home.  

 

Topic 

Each term the children will have a choice of 9 topic based projects to complete at home 
throughout the term. Sometimes they will be expected to complete more than one of the 
options but this will be clearly stated at the top of the sheet alongside the due date.  

 

Reading 

Please ensure children have their books and reading records in school every day. Children 
may choose from the range of books in school or they may read a book from home at an 
appropriate level and interest. We will encourage children to read a book from start to finish. 
It is important that children in year 5 and 6 still read with an adult at least a couple of times a 
week so they can discuss new vocabulary and their understanding of what they are reading. 
Within school, we will be reading a class book but we will also have opportunities to 
recommend books to our friends and discuss the stories.  

In order for us to keep a record of your child’s ‘Star reader’ time, please can you ensure they 
hand in their reading record books every Thursday.  

Thank you for your support. If you have any questions regarding anything then please come 
and chat to us at the end of the day.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss Bence and Mrs Ward 


