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Dear Parents 
 
I hope that you are all staying safe and that you and your loved ones are healthy.  Although 
these are extremely challenging times, it would be good if we could all take the positives from 
the current situation and take strength from the family and community we have around us.  I 
hope that you are coping with the children at home, with so much else to juggle, and that you 
have been able to create a routine. 
 
We have listened to feedback from families about home learning and have considered the 
following priorities: 
 

1. Families need to have enough learning to focus on and enough resources to support 
them. 
We have planned for a maths, English, reading, PE and a subject that is not maths or 
English each day.  Children in Apsemore and Bowldown will also have a phonics activity 
to do.   
 
Children in every class will have the same non maths and English subjects each week 
and the challenge has been differentiated for the children in each class.  If you have 
more than one child, you may want to complete the same subject on the same day with 
all of your children or you may want to do these on different days.  We have tried to 
make these flexible so you can complete the activities to suit your home situation. 
 
Whilst there are clearly things that children need to learn, please do not feel duty bound 
to the long list of learning activities we provide.  Please feel free to use your judgement 
(as the adult) and prioritise some of the learning over others.  We know that the best 
learning happens when children and adults can enjoy it together.  While there are natural 
limitations to how much and how often we can achieve this, it should remain our 
overarching aim. 
 

2. The greatest priority should be given to maths and English so that children are supported 
to make appropriate progress. 
Maths and English have to remain as priorities because they enable access to almost 
everything else. 
 

3. Wherever possible, we should try to tap into some natural advantages for delivering 
meaningful and purposeful learning. 



There are many opportunities for learning at home which we cannot always recreate as 
easily in school: teach your children to cook, bake, do DIY, garden, play music, make 
music, act, dance – grab the opportunity!  We all have our own strengths, interests and 
hobbies and I know that you will already be in the habit of sharing these with your 
children, but please be happy to trade in some of the school work in for your own 
passions. 
 

4. Finding a means for manageable opportunities for children and their parents and 
teachers to interact on an ongoing basis. 
Learning will be uploaded to our school website each Friday, ready for the following 
week.  We have been busy looking for ways to increase interaction between home and 
school whilst keeping everyone safe.  Class email addresses have been set up and 
despite a few teething problems, I think we are able to contact you be email and you are 
able to contact the teachers.  They will also use these class email addresses to send out 
work for the following week, each Friday.   
 
We would love you to share phots of learning your children are proud of. 

Teachers have started to ring you to see how your family are getting on and these phone calls 
will be ongoing whilst school is closed.  If you do need to get in touch, please email me at 
admin@leighterton.gloucs.sch.uk and I will get back to you as quickly as I can. 

 

Good luck everyone. 
 

With best wishes 
 
Meryl Hatfield 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


