
Week 2 

This week, we will be continuing our poetry unit with another poem from the book, ‘Hot 
Like Fire’ by Valerie Bloom. We will be exploring a new poem this week and focusing on 
an aspect of grammar as well ‘expanded noun phrases’. 

Equipment needed for the lessons: 

-copy of these lesson plans 

-copy of adverbial starter sheet from last week 

-a pencil and paper (your homework book) to write with and record on 

-Lesson 1 and 3 –bright coloured paper or a nice piece of paper to write your letter on. 
You might want a nice piece of paper for lesson 3’s letter back (There is a lined sheet 
with a border included for both lessons in the lessons below, that can be printed).  

-Lesson 1, 2 and 3- copy of the poem included in lesson 1 

-Lesson 2- Art materials- you choose from what you have at home- it will work with 
anything from just a pencil to pens/colours/paint or modelling clay (at school we would 
link this to an art lesson) and paper, whatever size you have. 

-Lesson 5 common exception words sheet 

Lesson 1  

Learning Objective: respond to poetry 
Success criteria 
-explore a poem 
-answer questions about a poem 
-write a letter using the correct layout 
-include ideas from the poem in your writing 
 

1. Read the poem (next page) aloud, or even better get someone to read it aloud to 
you.  Try and visualise the scenes as you read. If you’re being read to, you could 
close your eyes. Try and see what you hear or read as a film in your head. The 
poem is missing its title for a reason. 

 

 

 

 

 



There are new people living next door, 
They’re as quiet as a comatose mouse, 
We wouldn’t have known there was anyone there, 
But a blue light came on in the house. 
 
And sometimes when they think no one’s about, 
A small head peeks out through the door, 
But we never see an adult over there, 
They all seem not much older than four. 
 
Our dog used to chase rabbits in the garden next door, 
But he hasn’t gone near since they came, 
The ducks in the pond flew away it seems, 
And that’s a pity, they were getting so tame. 
 
And the rabbits that were always hopping next door 
In their dozens, have all disappeared, 
In their garden, there isn’t a bird or a bee, 
Though we’ve got plenty, isn’t that weird? 
 
The vicar went over to welcome them in, 
And now he is acting so odd! 
If you ask him their names, or what they are like, 
He’ll just cross himself twice, smile and nod. 
 
The postman who used to deliver their mail 
Has gone away, no one knows where, 
And that’s such a shame because if anyone could 
He would tell us what they’re like over there. 
 
The social worker went round to find out 
Why the children weren’t in school, 
But we haven’t seen her since, so I guess 
She’s probably visiting her mum in Blackpool. 
 
Then we got a letter, pushed through the door. 
Written on paper that just seems to glow, 
Inviting us over for supper and games 
Tonight at six. Do you think we should go? 
 
Valerie Bloom 



2. Think about these questions. If you have someone to talk to, discuss it with 
them.  

• What is the poem about? 
• What did you like about the poem?  
• What did you not like about the poem? 
• How did it make you feel? 
• What part do you remember most? 
• What puzzled you? 
• What questions do you have? 

 
 

3. Re-read the poem aloud. Answer these questions- if you have someone to talk to, 
discuss it with them.  

• Where is the poem taking place?  
• Who is the ‘we’ in the poem?  
• What do we know about what the letter said?  
• Should they accept the invitation? Why? Why not? 

 
4. Your challenge is to write the letter, which appeared on glowing paper through 

the letter box. Think about what might be written in the letter and what 
language choices you should make to tempt the family to come over? I have 
attached special bordered writing paper for you to use or you can use your own 
decorated ‘glowing paper’. Please send me photos of your writing if it’s ‘WOW’. I 
would love to see your beautiful handwriting and see if you can persuade me to 
come over to the house. 
 
My example: 
 
Dear Neighbours, 
 
We are writing to say that we are delighted to have moved next door to you and 
we would like to invite you over for supper and games tonight at 6pm. 
 
As the people in this area are so friendly, we have already enjoyed entertaining 
a number of guests. Yesterday, we met the vicar who we thought was a 
particularly lovely fellow although he did not say much. Also, there was a 
pleasant man with a red uniform who popped over with a collection of letters. 
None of our visitors ever seem to want to leave.  
 
On another note, we think we have already met your delightful animal companion 
and all of the hoppy creatures in the garden. Isn’t it lovely all the wildlife that 
lives around this area? We have certainly enjoyed experiencing it all. 



  
Hopefully, you will be able to come over this evening. It will be a very special 
evening and fun for all the family. Amazingly, we have a fantastic TV it is 
literally out of this world. You have probably seen the blue light from it creeping 
out through our windows. Additionally, we have a great selection of games 
especially prepared just for you. You will be mesmerised and astounded by the 
wonders awaiting you. 
 
Furthermore, we have created a wondrous banquet for supper, full of local 
delicacies that we are sure you will enjoy. There will be more than enough for 
everyone and the dessert is cosmic! 
  
We can’t wait to have you for dinner round for dinner later. We await your 
acceptance. 
 
The new neighbours 
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Lesson 2 



Lesson 2 

Learning Objective: respond to a text 

Success Criteria: 

-give reasons for opinions using evidence from the text 

-create an image from a text 

-create persuasive points for both sides of an argument 

1. Read the poem from lesson 1 again.  
2. Suggest three different titles, which could be used for the poem. 
3. Think about ‘Who lives next door?’ Discuss this with someone if you can. 
4. Using a sheet of paper and whatever art equipment you have got ready, make an 

image/sculpture of The People Next Door. You have half the lesson time for this 
and half for the next activity. 

5. ‘Conscience alley’- remember at school when we divide the class in half to debate 
both sides of an argument and then someone walks through the middle and 
decides which side was most persuasive?  
We are going to think of arguments for both sides for the question: 
Should we accept the invitation and go next door? 
 
Write at least 5 reasons for each side of the argument 
Yes, we should go No, we shouldn’t go 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Lesson 3  

Learning objective: explain clearly 

Success criteria: 

-write a clear letter responding to the one received (either my model or the one you 
wrote as the family) 

-use the arguments that you thought of last lesson. You can use the ones on the other 
side and change them to make them support what you think 

-make sure it is clear and respectful to the intended reader 

-use a range of adverbial starters 

-use paragraphs for each new point 

-use punctuation correctly 

1. Read the poem again. 
2. Look at the arguments for Yes and No you came up with yesterday and make 

your decision- Should we accept the invitation and go next door? Yes or No? 
3. In role as the family who received the letter, write a reply to the invitation (you 

wrote on Lesson 1 or my model one from lesson 1), giving reasons for your 
decision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 4 

Learning objective: identify and create expanded noun phrases 

Success criteria: 

-know what a noun phrase is 

-know what an expanded noun phrase is 

-identify expanded noun phrases in sentences 

-add words to sentences to create expanded noun phrases 

1. Watch this clip about expanded noun phrases- simple expansion and play the 
activity https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z3nfw6f 
 

2. Look at the examples below at how noun phrases have been changed into 
expanded nouns phrases, to give extra information about the noun either before 
or after it 

Examples: 

Noun phrase Expanded noun phrase- simple 
expansion 

the dog 
 

the black, dirty dog 

a house 
 

a house on a hill 

the sandwich the mouldy, horrible sandwich 
 

3. Look at the sentences below. Underline or highlight the expanded noun phrases. 
(answers at the end of this lesson).  

A. The tall, cheerful man ate his sandwich. 
B. The brightly-coloured parrot flew through the forest. 
C. At the bottom of the hill, there was a dark, mysterious 

house. 
D. The horse with a long mane stood at the gate. 
E. The colourful paint has dried up. 
F. The climber gazed at the breath-taking view. 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z3nfw6f


 

4. Look at the examples below at how noun phrases have been changed into more 
complex expanded nouns phrases to give extra information about the noun both 
before and after the noun. 

These will give even more information about a noun and can give the reader a better 
and more precise understanding of what is being talked about. 

Noun phrase Expanded noun phrase- more complex 
expansion 

the dog 

 

the black, dirty dog with the white spots 

a house 

 

a haunted house on a steep hill 

the sandwich the mouldy, horrible sandwich at the 
bottom of the carrier bag 

Words (such as adjectives and prepositions) can be added before the noun and after it 
to create a more complex expanded noun phrase.  

5. Look at the sentences below. Underline or highlight the expanded noun phrases. 
(answers at the end of this lesson). 

A. Under the waves, the silvery fish with the jagged fins swam 
swiftly through the reef 

B. Sadly, the abandoned cat under the bush was drenched and 
shivering. 

C. From the cave, a menacing dragon with deadly talons let out a 
screech. 

D. At the castle, the knight chose to ride the midnight-black 
horse with the shiny, silver armour. 

E. Quickly, Charlie reached for the delicious chocolates on the 
top shelf. 

F. Evilly, the mysterious wizard in the purple robe waved his 
magic wand. 
 



6. Edit the sentences below to make sure they each contain an expanded noun 
phrases and also add in an adverbial starter. Write down the improved 
sentences- remember your punctuation. 

A. The man raced down the road. 
B. The fish dived into the depths. 
C. My dog raced down the road. 
D. A robot fought a monster. 
E. The wizard vanished into his kingdom. 

 

Answers 

3. 

A. Quickly, the tall, cheerful man ate his sandwich. 
B. The brightly-coloured parrot flew through the forest. 
C. At the bottom of the hill, there was a dark, mysterious house. 
D. The horse with a long mane stood at the gate. 
E. The colourful paint has dried up. 
F. The climber gazed at the breath-taking view. 

 

5. 

A. Under the waves, the silvery fish with the jagged fins swam swiftly through the 
reef 

B. Sadly, the abandoned cat under the bush was drenched and shivering. 
C. From the cave, a menacing dragon with deadly talons let out a screech. 
D. At the castle, the knight chose to ride the midnight-black horse with the shiny, 

silver armour. 
E. Quickly, Charlie reached for the delicious chocolates on the top shelf. 
F. Evilly, the mysterious wizard in the purple robe waved his magic wand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 5 

Learning objective: use joined fluent handwriting 

Learning objective: spell ‘ation’ words correctly 

Learning objective: spell more common exception words  

1. Practise the handwriting join for ‘f’ from the photo example below. 

 
2. Practise your spellings. See below: 

This week’s spelling pattern is the ‘a-shun’ sound spelt -ation 
The ‘shun’ sound can be spelt in a number of ways but  –tion is the most common 
spelling. The suffix –ation is added to verbs to form nouns.  
 
Generally these are the rules: 
  
Rule 1: When a word ends in a ‘y’, change to ‘i’ before the suffix –ation is added. 
Usually, a ‘c’ is also added after the ‘i’. 
Like this:  
qualify + ation = qualification 
notify + ation = notification 
multiply + ation = multiplication 
 
Rule 2  - The silent –e at the end of a root word is dropped before adding –ation. 
Like this:  
explore + ation = exploration 
invite + ation = invitation 
prepare + ation = preparation 



 
Rule 3: If the root word ends in ‘ate’, drop the ‘ate’ when –ation is added. 
Like this: 
educate + ation = education  
hibernate + ation = hibernation  
locate + ation = location 
 

1. Learn the spellings below - Each week, you could create your own spelling 
test by writing sentences containing up to 10 words from the spelling 
lists. Then you could get a parent or sibling to read them out for you to 
spell or you could memorise the sentence and then write it down if you’re 
working on your own. Remember to use the correct punctuation. 

Remember to go through and check your work at the end and correct any 
mistakes. 

As usual, everyone needs to learn all the words from Challenge 1. You can then 
choose to learn all the words from Challenge 2, as well, as an additional 
challenge. Choose 10 of the words (including ones you find challenging) for your 
test. 

Challenge 1  

information, education, location, concentration, invitation, 
decoration, donation, multiplication,imagination,frustration,   

Revise: station, question, action, invention, fraction, direction 

Challenge 2 

adoration, sensation, preparation, admiration, preparation, 
vibration, duration, registration, population, inspiration, 
communication,recommendation, qualification 

Revise: hesitation, section, hibenation, celebration, pollution, caution, dictionary 

 

 

 

 



2. Complete the spelling activity. Your spelling words have been mixed up. 
Unscramble them (answers on the final page) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Continue to work on learning the common exception words for Yr1,2,3,4 
attached as a separate sheet (All weeks’ spellings common exception 
words-the same every week). Sites which you can practise on: 
 

A. Good for all word practice 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html  
 

B. Good for revising Year 2 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm 
 

C. Good for the Year 3/4 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm 

 

Answers 

 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm

