
Week 3 

This week, we will be completing our last week of our poetry unit with another poem 
from the book, ‘Hot Like Fire’ by Valerie Bloom. We will be exploring another new poem 
this week and continuing to focus on ‘expanded noun phrases’. 

Equipment needed for the lessons: 

-copy of these lesson plans 

-copy of adverbial starter sheet from last week 

-a pencil and paper (your homework book) to write with and record on 

-Lesson 1- highlighter pen/light coloured felt tip 

-Lesson 3 - You might want a nice piece of paper for publishing your poem (there is a 
lined sheet with a border included, that can be printed) or if you choose activity B, a 
way to film your performance. 

Lesson 1  

Learning Objective: respond to poetry 
Success criteria 
-discuss and evaluate how author’s language choices impact on the reader 

-structure a poem 

-evaluate, edit and assess a poem 

1. Look at the poem on the next page. It is made of four verses and the last verse 
has the last two lines missing (represented as just lines).  
Discuss what sort of imagery, mood and feeling this poem has, using the 
following questions.  

• What is the poem about? 
• How do the verses make you feel? 
• What part do you remember most? 
• What puzzled you? 
• What questions do you have? 

 



 

2. Which order do you think the verses should go in? Try to order the poem. Give 
reasons for the order you have decided on.  
 

3. Compare your idea for the order of the poem to the order the poet decided on. 
Which is, using the shapes next to the verses, triangle, circle, rectangle, star 
 

4. Look at the final verse which has the missing lines. What lines could be added to 
make it more like the other verses? Write the lines to finish the poem. 
 
So I stood there over my treasure, 
On the X which marked the spot, 
Then suddenly he was behind me, 
My stomach twisted into a knot. 
_____________________________ 
 _____________________________ 
 

5. The complete poem is below. Read the poem aloud in full.  
Pirates 
The night was as dark as an inkwell, 
For the moon had gone visiting elsewhere, 
But by the scuffling sounds around me, 



I knew there was someone there. 
By the grunt and groan and the muffled shout, 
I knew there was someone else about. 
 
I knew he had come here to rob me, 
Take my silver, my jewels and gold, 
In the dark I had the advantage, 
It was as if he had a blindfold, 
But I was fine, knew the lay of the land, 
Each bit as familiar as the back of my hand. 
 
He was caught in the second trap I’d set, 
I heard him yelp with pain, 
But he was getting closer, 
And I reached for my weapon again, 
I was willing to die for what was mine, 
Ready to strike if he crossed the line. 
 
So I stood there over my treasure, 
On the X which marked the spot, 
Then suddenly he was behind me, 
My stomach twisted into a knot. 
Then Dad came in, turned on the light, 
Said, ’Time to stop playing. Sleep well. Good night.’ 
 

6. Think about how the mood of the poem is changed by the last two lines. Discuss 
this. Why do you think Valerie Bloom decided to finish the poem in this way? 

7. Using a highlighter or a pencil to underline, find all the words and phrases in the 
poem that are to do with pirates. We will need this for next lesson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 2 

Learning Objective: create a poem 

Success Criteria: 

-make great language choices considering the impact on the reader 

-structure a poem 

-evaluate, edit and assess the effectiveness of your writing. 

1. Read the poem from lesson 1 again.  
2. Look at the different pirate words and phrases which you highlighted in lesson 1. 
3. Today, we are going to create our own version of the poem, taking out all the 

pirate references and changing these for another topic that would fit: an animal, 
dragon, monster, alien. First, decide on your topic.  

4. Change the pirate phrases in the poem to create a poem about your new topic. 
You could also change other parts of the poem if you want to. 
My example: 
The witches 
The night was as dark as a cauldron, 
For the stars had gone visiting elsewhere, 
But by the cackling sounds above me, 
I knew there was someone there. 
By the screech and flap and the muffled cry, 
I knew there was someone else close by. 
 
I knew she had come here to bewitch me, 
Take my family, potions and brooms, 
In my cloak I had the advantage, 
It was as if she had a blindfold, 
But I was fine, knew the lay of the lair, 
Each bit as familiar as the back of my hand. 
 
She was caught in the second trap I’d set, 
I heard her shriek with pain, 
But she was getting closer, 
And I reached for my wand again, 
I was willing to battle for what was mine, 
Ready to cast a spell if she flew over the line. 
 
So I hovered there over my possessions, 
With my wand marking the spot, 
Then suddenly she was behind me, 



My stomach twisted into a knot. 
Then Dad came in, turned on the light, 
Said, ’Time to stop playing. Sleep well. Good night.’ 
 

5. Edit, improve and read your poem aloud until you have your final draft version 
ready for tomorrow’s lesson. 

Lesson 3  

Learning objective: celebrate your poetry learning 

Today you have a choice of two activities 
A. Publish your poem you wrote yesterday. This can be typed or written neatly 

using neat, joined handwriting and a sharp pencil. Make sure you write it using a 
poem layout of verses and lines- take a photo and email it to the class email 
address so it can be put on the school website. 
or 

B. Film a poetry performance of the poem you wrote or any of the other poems we 
have looked at over the last three weeks- please email us the video as we would 
love to see it.  

You can of course do both activities if you want to. 
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Lesson 4 

Learning objective: create expanded noun phrases 

Success criteria: 

-know what an expanded noun phrase is 

-add words to sentences to create expanded noun phrases 

-use an adverbial starter 

Creating an expanded noun phrase example: 

 

Turn it into a sentence with an adverbial starter: 

Early last week, an enormous, menacing pirate ship on the calm sea mysteriously 
disappeared and the crew have not been seen since. 

 

Continued on the next page… 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Finish this one 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn it into a sentence with an adverbial starter: 

____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

2. Complete all of this one  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn it into a sentence with an adverbial starter: 

____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 



3. Do the same activity for these noun phrases (there is a blank version 
below but you can just write out what would go in the boxes and your 
sentences). 

A. lots of flowers 
B. several robots 
C. a monster 
D. the bottle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Turn it into a sentence with an adverbial starter: 

____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


