
Week 1 English tasks 

Over the next few weeks, we will be exploring fairytales, leading up to us 
planning, writing and editing our own.  

Writing is an opportunity for you to show off your creative flair.  

 

Monday: 

Both year groups 

Read the two fairytales below “Little Red Riding Hood and the Big Bad Wolf” 
and “Rumpelstiltskin”.  

Which fairytale out of the two you have just read did you prefer? 

Produce a small piece of writing to explain your choice and the reasons why you 
preferred that fairytale to the other one.  

You might want to try to answer some of the following questions in your 
explanation. 

 Were you already familiar with the fairytale? 
 What made the story exciting to read? 
 Did you like the characters? 
 Did you like the setting? 

You could start your explanation with  

I preferred reading “_________________” because   

 

Optional extra: 

Produce a book/story review for your preferred fairytale.  

See book review template below.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Rumpelstiltskin 

 

Once upon a time, there lived a Miller and he had a beautiful daughter. She was very 
clever and could spin wool. One day, the king heard about the Miller’s daughter and how 
clever she was. He heard that she could spin wool into gold. He asked her to be brought 
to the palace where he lived.  

The king showed the Miller’s daughter to a small room and ordered her to spin all of 
the wool in the room into gold. “If you do not spin this wool into gold by the morning, I 
will put you and your father in prison!”  

The nasty king left the Miller’s daughter in the small room and locked the door behind 
him.  

The Miller’s daughter cried and cried because she knew she could not spin wool into 
gold.  

Suddenly, a funny little man appeared out of nowhere! 

“I can spin this wool into gold for you, but I want your shiny, jeweled necklace in 
return.” demanded the funny little man.  

The Miller’s daughter smiled and agreed to the funny man’s wishes and watched him in 
amazement as he started to spin the fine wool into luxurious gold.  

The next morning, the king was shocked to see that the Miller’s daughter had actually 
spun all the wool into gold.  

He set her another challenge. “You need to spin even more wool into gold for me so that 
I have more gold than anyone else in the world!” ordered the king.  

He had servants fill the room up with more wool and locked the Miller’s daughter inside 
once again.  

The Miller’s daughter started to cry but then the funny little man returned to help her.  

“I have nothing left to give you!” cried the Miller’s daughter. 

“When you have your first child, you have to give it to me,” said the funny little man.  

The Miller’s daughter reluctantly agreed and watched the man spin the wool into gold 
once again.  

The next morning, the king was astonished to find that the Miller’s daughter had spun 
even more wool into gold for him.  

He asked her to marry him and the Miller’s daughter soon became the beautiful queen. 



Not long after the wedding, they had a baby. The Miller’s daughter had forgotten that 
she had agreed to give up her first child to the funny little man. 

When the funny little man returned to the palace asking for her child, the queen 
begged him not to take her child away from her, as she loved her baby.  

The funny little man told her that she could keep her baby if she could guess what his 
name was.  

The queen began to cry because she knew that she could not guess the man’s name and 
would have to give up her baby after all.  

Then, a boy from the village visited the queen and told her that he saw the funny little 
man in the nearby forest.  

“He was singing a song, let me sing it for you.” 

The boy began to sing to the queen: 

“I’m the winner of the game, 

Rumpelstiltskin is my name!” 

“That must be his name!” cried the queen in delight.  

That evening, the funny little man visited the queen and asked her if she could guess 
his name. 

The queen pretended to think hard about it and then said: 

“Is your name Rumpelstiltskin?”  

Rumpelstiltskin was angry that the queen has correctly guessed his name and 
disappeared. 

The king and queen kept their baby and they never saw Rumpelstiltskin ever again.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Tuesday 

Both Year groups.  

Look back at both fairytales, if you are able to, you may even want to research 
more fairytales of your own.  

Now think about what fairytales all have in common.  

Create a poster or bullet pointed list to show what fairytales have in common. 

Then use the template below or create your own character profile/description. 

Select a fairytale character and describe what they are like. 

 What is their name? 
 What do they look like?  
 What is their personality like? 
 Where do they live?  
 How would you describe where they live? 
 How would you describe the way they acted? 
 What did they do in the story? 
 Who are they related to- do they have any family or friends? 
 What might this character have learnt from what happened to them? 

Year 1- I would expect key words/phrases to describe different 
characteristics.  

Year 2- I would expect descriptions or facts about the character to be written 
in full sentences.  

Optional extra: have a go at orally retelling your preferred fairytale through 
role-play and drama.     





Wednesday 

Produce a storyboard for your preferred fairytale out of the two you read on 
Monday.  

Draw pictures and write sentences explaining what happens at each point during 
the story.  

Year 1- please complete the 6-box storyboard. 

Year 2- please complete the 8-box storyboard.  

It may be a good idea to plan your 6 boxes/8 boxes on a scrap piece of paper 
first before you start on the storyboard template so that you know you have 
divided the story into sensible sections.  

 

 



 



 



Thursday 

Short Burst Write! 

You may choose one of the following options below. There are printable 
templates for each option provided or you may create your own layout.  

 Write a Wanted poster for the Big Bad Wolf. 
 Write a Wanted poster for the name of the funny little man.  
 Write a letter from the Big Bad Wolf apologising to Granny.  

Try to include the following in your Short Burst Write: 

Year 1 Year 2 
 Capital letters for names, 

places and at the start of new 
sentences.  

 Full stops at the end of a 
sentence. 

 Good starters.  
 Time words. 
 WOW words. 
 Adjectives. 
 Coordinating conjunction ‘and’ 

to connect two ideas together. 

 Correct use of punctuation - 
capital letters, full stops, 
exclamation marks and question 
marks.  

 Good starters. 
 Time words.  
 WOW words. 
 Adjectives.  
 Adverbs. 
 Coordinating conjunctions such 

as, and, but, so. 
 Subordinating conjunctions as, 

if, because.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Friday 

Please spend half the session working on handwriting (10 minutes) and the other 
half of the session practising spellings (10 minutes).  

Please also refer to the handwriting practice guide.  

Handwriting Practice 

Year 1  

 

Year 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spellings 

Please select three words from the Common Exception Word lists and practise 
reading, spelling and writing three of those words.  

Put each of them into sentences.  


