
E-safety- Please be aware that in the below links to the online performances of 
the poems, there are abilities for people to comment below the poem videos. 
Although there no current comments for any of the poems, this has potential to 
change and I would always check the site before allowing pupils to access these 
independently.  

Week 1 

This week, we are starting our new poetry unit with poems mostly from a book called, 
‘Hot Like Fire’ by Valerie Bloom. You will notice that the poet has a different dialect to 
us as she comes from Jamaica.  

Equipment needed for the lessons: 

-Ideally access to the poems online with the links or the printed versions (attached)- 
the poems can be watched before the lesson/day (if children are not able to access 
them during their home school time) as it might help with the understanding of the 
dialect. 

-a pencil and paper (your homework book) to write with and record on 

-Lesson 4 plain/lined paper to create a story plan  

-Lesson 4 adverbial starter sheet 

-Lesson 5 spelling activity sheet, handwriting example, common exception words sheet 

Lesson 1  

Learning Objective: respond to poetry 
Success criteria 
-listen to poems 
-think about where the poet comes from and how this is shown in her work 
-practise and perform part of a poem 
-rewrite a section of a poem  
-identify unfamiliar words and make a glossary 
 

1. Listen to the poems and think about how the poet uses language to tell ‘the 
story’ within the poem. De Familiar Tings https://vimeo.com/220251002 

https://vimeo.com/220251002


 
2. Discuss or write down a list of clues from the poem, which tells us that the poet 

is not originally from England. 
3. Choose either the whole poem or a verse of the poem to practise performing. 

You could perform to your family or record yourself if you want to.  
4. Rewrite a verse or the whole poem as a translation. Write what each line would 

be in your everyday language.  
5. Grand master challenge: Make a glossary of unfamiliar words. You might be able 

to add to this as we look at other poems  
 



Lesson 2 

Learning Objective: listen to and express preferences for poems  

Success Criteria: 

-give reasons for opinions using evidence from the text 

-explain choices in writing 

-use a variety of sentence starters 

Today, we are going to explore more poems with a Jamaican influence and written by 
Valerie Bloom.  

1. Listen to the following poems and read the written versions attached below.  
Kisko Pop p79 
https://vimeo.com/220220250 
Late Again p122 
https://vimeo.com/220252440 
Sandwich p52 
https://vimeo.com/129887993 
Shopping p122 
https://vimeo.com/220254707 
 

https://vimeo.com/220220250
https://vimeo.com/220252440
https://vimeo.com/129887993
https://vimeo.com/220254707


 
 
 



 

 
 



 
2. Decide which poem you like the best. Write at least three sentences explaining 

why you like that poem the best. Remember to use different starters for your 
sentences: 

Example model response: 

My favourite poem is ‘Late Again’ because I think it is clever how the poet built up 
to the surprising ending. Also, I like how it says that the person’s hair looks like a 
bird’s nest as this makes me imagine a very crazy hairstyle. Another reason, is it’s a 
bit like a story because there is panic at the start as the character tries to get 
ready really quickly and it reminds me of mornings at home when everyone is trying 
to get ready in a hurry. Finally, I like how it builds up the problem at the end by 
saying how the buses aren’t there, the school is quiet and eventually you discover 
that school isn’t on.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 3 

Learning Objective: perform a poem 
Success criteria 
-practise part or all of a poem 
-perform part or all of a poem 
-improve your performance 
 

1. Choose one of the poems from yesterday’s lesson and think about how you could 
perform it or some of it. Use the poem clips from last lesson to help you. Think 
about adding sound effects or actions to your performance. If you can, record 
your performance and watch it back. How could you improve your performance? 
Have another go. 

Lesson 4 

Learning objective: turn a poem into a story 

Success criteria: 

-select appropriate vocabulary to describe (WOW) 

-use a range of adverbial starters 

Today, we are going to write the story behind one of the poems we have been looking at 
‘Late Again’. You can build it up in the same way that we have learnt about in class, as it 
is a journey style story behind it. We wrote journey style stories at the end of last 
term.  Remember to add tension and make sure you show how the character feels by 
what they do and how they do it. 

1. Read or watch the poem below again 

Late Again p122 

https://vimeo.com/220252440 

2. Draw a story map or create a plan of the main events that you will need to 
include in writing the story behind the poem. Add in adverbial sentence starters 
to your plan (use the adverbial starter sheet to support you): 
 

3. Write a short story telling the story behind the poem.  
 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/220252440


Lesson 5 

Learning objective: use joined fluent handwriting 

Learning objective: spell ‘tion’ words correctly 

Learning objective: spell more common exception words  

1. Practise the handwriting join for ‘f’ from the photo example below. 

 
2. Practise your spelling pattern to learn below: 

This week’s spelling pattern is the ‘shun’ sound spelt -tion 
The ‘shun’ sound can be spelt in a number of ways but  –tion is the most common 
spelling. It is used if the root word ends in t or te although not all the words 
have a root word. 
 
For your home learning, you need to learn the spellings below. There is also a 
spelling activity sheet for you to do which will change each week- like we would 
do as part of our morning spelling activity work in class on Thursday and Friday.  

Additionally, there is a spelling sheet of common exception words for you to 
continue to learn alongside the weekly spelling patterns throughout your time of 



home-schooling. A site which you can practise on: 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html 

Each week, you could create your own spelling test by writing sentences 
containing up to 10 words from the spelling lists. Then you could get a parent or 
sibling to read them out for you to spell or you could memorise the sentence and 
then write it down if you’re working on your own. Remember to use the correct 
punctuation. 

Remember to go through and check your work at the end and correct any 
mistakes. 

As usual, everyone needs to learn all the words from Challenge 1. You can then 
choose to learn all the words from Challenge 2, as well, as an additional 
challenge. Choose 10 of the words (including ones you find challenging) for your 
test. 

Challenge 1  

station, fiction, multiplication, subtraction, addition, invention, 
question, action, invention, fraction, direction 

Revise: suddenly, loudly, quickly, carefully, gently, easily, angrily, 

Challenge 2 

position, injection, hesitation, completion, fraction, detention, 
mention, motion, national, section, hibenation, celebration, 
pollution, caution, definition, dictionary, 

Revise: actually, simply, probably, unhappily, luckily, frantically, dramatically 

3. Complete the spelling activity sheet attached as a separate sheet (T4 Wk1 tion 
spelling activity). 

4. Work on learning the common exception words for Yr1,2,3,4 attached as a 
separate sheet (All weeks spellings common exception words). 

  

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html

