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Week 4 

This week, we will be exploring a story from the book ‘Tales of Wisdom and Wonder’ 
called ‘The Pedlar of Swaffham’. This is a traditional English story. We will also be revising 
‘expanded noun phrases’ and the correct use of ‘a’ and ‘an’. 

Equipment needed for the lessons: 

-copy of these lesson plans 

-copy of adverbial starter sheet from week 1 

-a pencil and paper (your homework book) to write with and record on 

-Lesson 2- highlighter pen/light coloured felt tip 

-Lesson 3 – resources to make character puppets (can be card/paper and pencils as 
sticks) 

-Lesson 4 – a red and blue coloured pen or pencil 

-Lesson 5 - common exceptions word sheet 

Lesson 1  

Learning Objective: show understanding of a story 
Success criteria 
-respond to a picture 

-read a story 

-answer questions about what you have read  

1. Look at the illustration below, write down or discuss three things you notice 
about it. 

 
 

2. What time period do you think this picture is based on? 
What do you think might happen in the story the picture came from?  
 

3. Read the story, below, to yourself or get someone to read it to you.  



2 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Pedlar of Swaffham, Tales of Wisdom and Wonder, Hugh Lupton 
 
Once upon a time, there lived a man called John Chapman. He was a pedlar by trade, and he 
tramped the streets, lanes, roads, highways and by-ways of England - selling pins and 
mirrors; ribbons and reels of thread; knives and scissors; pills and ointments; and ballad 
sheets. Wherever he went, he would take his little dog with him, running at his heels.  

Now, John Chapman and his dog lived in a little cottage on the edge of the town of 
Swaffham. A tiny cottage it was, and half open to the weather. In the spring, the birds would 
be in and out of the broken windows, nesting in the rafters above his bed.  

However, he did have one little bit of luck. There was a tiny garden at the back of the 
cottage, and in that garden there was an apple tree, a beautiful old russet apple tree. Every 
autumn, it would drop its fruit on to the grass – the sweetest apples in Swaffham.  

Well, one night John Chapman was fast asleep in his bed when he heard a voice. He heard a 
lovely voice, as clear as moonlight, in amongst his dreams: 
“Go to London Bridge,” it said, “Go to London Bridge”. 
He woke up with a start, sat up, rubbed his eyes and looked about himself… but the room 
was empty and dark. The only sound was the snoring of his little dog at the foot of the bed. 
‘Nothing but a dream,’ he thought to himself, ‘nothing more than a dream.’ 
 
Relieved, he rolled over and went back to sleep but the next night the voice was back, clear 
as moonlight in amongst his dreams. “Go to London Bridge. Go to London Bridge.”  
Immediately, he woke up but the room was dark. “Nothing but a dream,” he said and he fell 
asleep.  

However, night after night, the voice was back: “Go to London Bridge.” 
Therefore, John Chapman started thinking to himself: 
‘Dreams are strange things and sometimes it’s worth listening to them. Maybe I should 
listen to this one’  

What would you have done? 
 
Well, John Chapman thought about it and he thought about it, and in the end he said to 
himself: 
“Yes! I’ve listened and I’ve heard and I’ll go to London Bridge.”  
Quickly, he rolled his blanket into a bundle, packed himself some bread and cheese, 
whistled to his dog and set off.  

For two days, he tramped and trudged along the highways and the by-ways, the roads, the 
lanes and the streets until at last he came to London Bridge -stretching over the River 
Thames.  
 
In those days, the bridge was all-covered with shops. There were people walking and people 
on horseback. There were carriages and carts moving this way and that way over it. He’d 
never seen such a hustle and bustle in his life. What was he going to do?  
What he did was this: he went to the top of the hump of the bridge and he stood and 
waited… and nothing happened. For a whole day, he waited and nothing happened.  
 
After the sunset, he spent a night sleeping on the embankment under the bridge … and 
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nothing happened.  
Early the next morning, he went back up on to the bridge and sat on a doorstep… and still 
nothing happened.  
He was hungry and he was cold and he started thinking to himself: 
‘Dreams are strange things. Sometimes it’s worth listening to them… and sometimes it 
isn’t.’ 
 
Just as he was getting up to his feet and thinking he’d start the long trudge home to 
Swaffham, one of the shopkeepers opened the door of his shop, stepped down on to the 
pavement and looked at John Chapman.  
“Now then, stranger,” he said, “what’s the matter with you? All yesterday, I saw you standing 
over there on the hump of the bridge doing nothing and here you’ve been all morning, 
sitting on a doorstep, shivering like a lost soul. What’s going on, eh?” 
 
Replying, John Chapman said: 
“Well, you see, I had a dream and in my dream I heard a voice as clear as moonlight, and it 
said, ‘Go to London Bridge’ and so I came.” 
The shopkeeper threw back his head and bellowed with laughter: “Dreams! Ha, ha, ha, ha! 
Stranger, listen to me. You don’t want to take any notice of dreams! I’ll tell you something. 
Last night, I dreamed a ridiculous dream. I dreamed I was in a place called – what was it? ... 
Swaffham… and there was a little cottage half open to the weather… and I dreamed I was 
digging with a spade among the roots of an old russet apple tree … and there was a pot 
chock-full of gold… but do you think I’m going to cross half of England in search of dream 
gold? Not me! Now you listen to me and take my advice: if I were you I’d…” 

At that moment, before he could finish his sentence, the shopkeeper saw that John 
Chapman was gone! 
Swiftly, John was running through the streets of London with his dog at his heels! He didn’t 
stop running by day or by night until he came home to Swaffham.  

As soon as he reached his cottage, he didn’t waste any time there either. He fetched a spade 
and he set to work, digging among the roots of the old russet apple tree. After a few 
minutes of digging, sure enough, it wasn’t long before the edge of his spade struck a large 
clay pot, which cracked open. Golden coins trickled down into the soil. Amazingly, there 
were hundreds of them…no, thousands of them! 
 
From that moment, John Chapman’s peddling days were over; his tramping and trudging 
days were finished. Now, he had money enough to patch the holes in his roof and mend the 
glass of his windows. Now, he had money enough to eat whenever he was hungry.  
All the money that was more than enough (and there was plenty of it), he gave to the poor, 
the hungry and the homeless. 
 
Happily, he lived contently to the end of his days. Eventually, when he died, a statue was 
carved -a beautiful statue of John Chapman and his dog. It was set up in the market-place in 
Swaffham and carved into the stone, at the foot of it, were these words: 

‘Even dreams can turn to gold.’ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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4. Answer these questions about the story 
A. Where did the story start? 
B. Who were the characters? 
C. What is a pedlar? 
D. Is it a modern story? How do you know? 
E. Why did the pedlar decide to go on a journey? 
F. Where did he go? 
G. What happened when the pedlar got to London Bridge? 
H. Who did he meet? 
I. How did the story end? 

Lesson 2 

Learning Objective: tell a story 

Success Criteria: 

-draw a story map including the key events 

-select memorable words and phrases 

-add adverbial starters 

-tell the story using your map 

1. Read the story from yesterday and create a story map of the key events. You 
can use both pictures and key words. You have drawn lots of story maps in school 
so you should be good at these. 

2. Use the story and highlight any words and phrases that you find memorable. e.g. 
‘nothing but a dream’, ‘tramped and trudged’ and many more. 

3. Add these words and phrases to your story map and add adverbial starters (use 
the sheet from week 1).  

4. Try to retell verbally the story using your story map- it won’t be exactly the 
same as the original story but remember to include adverbial starters and the 
memorable words you added to your plan.   
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Lesson 3  

Learning objective: tell a story using puppets 

1. Practise telling your story using your story map. 
2. Your task today is to turn your story retelling into a puppet show. You will need 

to do a number of jobs: 
A. Make puppets for the characters ( they could be drawn on paper/card 

with a pencil stuck on as a stick) 
B. Create a puppet theatre (table with a sheet over it) improvise like we do 

at school 
C. Work out which puppets will have lines to say (you could use different 

voices) and what the narrator (you) will say  
D. Rehearse the performance 
E. Perform your puppet show to an audience and/or film it and email it 

Lesson 4 

Learning objective: create sentences using correct grammar 

Success criteria: 

-identify vowels and consonant letters 

-identify vowel and consonant letter sounds 

-add ‘a’ or ‘an’ to words correctly 

-identify tricky words for adding ‘a’ and ‘an’ 

-create sentences using grammar learning from the last couple of weeks. 

Today, we are going to revise using ‘a’ and ‘an’ correctly and also use and revise your 
learning about expanded noun phrases from the last two weeks. 

1. Colour the consonants in red and the vowels in blue (answers at the end of the 
lesson). 

 

2. Circle the leaves with nouns, that start with a consonant sound (answers at 
the end of the lesson). 
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3. If a word starts with a consonant letter sound, then it will use ‘a’ if it 

starts with a vowel letter sound then it will use ‘an’. Circle the right one 
for each sentence (answers at the end of the lesson). 

 

4. There are some tricky words where the letter might be a consonant but 
it is making a vowel sound: like ‘h’ can make a vowel sound in the word 
‘hour’ as it is making the ‘ow’ sound. Therefore, it would be ‘an hour’. 
 
Also, words starting with the vowel letter ‘u’ can need to use ‘a’ when the 
‘u’ is making the sound ‘you’- as in the word unicorn (a unicorn).   
 
Circle the correct one (answers at the end of the lesson). 
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5. Choose at least one word or phrase from each column to create a 

sentence with an expanded noun phrase. Write out the complete sentence 
adding extra information or phrases where needed. Write six different 
sentences.  
Example: Last night, a huge, hairy alien with strange ears sprinted up the 
road while the police chased him 

Starter A or 
an 

adjective noun additional phrase verb 

Last night, 
On a distant planet, 
In a faraway kingdom, 
Every evening, 
Immediately, 
Surprisingly, 
Unfortunately, 
 

a 
an 

huge 
hairy 
unique 
magnificent 
suspicious 
mischievous 
stinky 
mysterious 
furious 
enormous 
clumsy 
ominous 
ancient 

alien 
monster 
princess 
map 
cornflake 
chair 
knight 
phone 
baked bean 
teddy bear 

with strange ears 
on a mission 
wearing baggy trousers 
in an empty room 
with an evil attitude 
under the pile of rubbish 
on the mountain top 
made of chocolate 
decorated with smarties 
 

cried 
flew 
clambered 
ate 
danced 
read 
sprinted 
collapsed 
dived 
painted 
measured 
planted 
hid 
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Answers 

1. 

 

2.Should be circled: bed, book, pencil, tree, table, car, baby  

3. 

 

4. 
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Lesson 5 

Learning objective: use joined fluent handwriting 

Learning objective: spell ‘sion’ words correctly 

Learning objective: spell more common exception words  

1. Practise the handwriting join for ‘f’ from the photo example below. 

 
2. Practise your spellings. See below: 

This week’s spelling pattern is the ‘shun’ sound spelt -sion 
The ‘shun’ sound can be spelt in a number of ways but –sion is usually used if the 
root word ends in d, de or se (although, as usual, there are exceptions to the 
rule). 
 
 

1. Learn the spellings below - Each week, you could create your own spelling 
test by writing sentences containing up to 10 words from the spelling 
lists. Then you could get a parent or sibling to read them out for you to 
spell or you could memorise the sentence and then write it down if you’re 
working on your own. Remember to use the correct punctuation. 

Remember to go through and check your work at the end and correct any 
mistakes. 

As usual, everyone needs to learn all the words from Challenge 1. You can then 
choose to learn all the words from Challenge 2, as well, as an additional 
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challenge. Choose 10 of the words (including ones you find challenging) for your 
test. 

Challenge 1  

division, invasion, explosion, television, decision, explosion, 
confusion, discussion, tension, expression, 

Revise: question, fraction, direction, multiplication, concentration 

Challenge 2 

collision, revision, comprehension, confession, permission, 
progression, expansion, extension, 

Revise: hesitation, hibenation, celebration, caution, inspiration, preparation 

 

2. Complete the spelling activity.  

Words Ending in –sion  
Complete the sentences using the words in the table.  
1.  You have to get _________________ before you go and get a 
laptop.  
 
2.  When you share something out, it is called ___________ .  
 
3. In the evening, I like to watch _____________.  
 
4. As he had a science test, Ben had to do some ____________.  
 
5. Yesterday, we had a ____________ about our favourite foods.  
 
6.  Barney made a _________ that it was him that had taken the 
biscuits.  
 
7. To make a story exciting, Mrs Laver always says,” Remember to 
create ________________”.  
 
8. Surprisingly, the ____________ could be heard miles away.  
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9. Always use ______________ when reading aloud to keep the 
listener engaged.  
 
10. There was a lot of _______________ as no-one knew where the 
Lonely Beast had come from.  
 
11. After reading, you can show your _______________ by 
answering questions about the story. 
 
12. In outer space, there was a huge_______________ between a 
meteor and a comet. 
 
13. The Roman _______________ in Britain introduced Roman 
Numerals to our country. 
 
14. Every day, there needs to be a _______________ about which 
welly sign to put up. 
 
15. To make your house bigger, you might build an 
_______________. 
 
confession television  revision  discussion  explosion  
permission tension expression  confusion comprehension 
division collision invasion decision extension 
 

3. Continue to work on learning the common exception words for Yr1, 2, 3, 4 
attached as a separate sheet (All weeks’ spellings common exception 
words-the same every week). Sites which you can practise on: 
 

A. Good for all word practice (new game this week) 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html 
 

B. Good for all word practice 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html  
 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html
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C. Good for revising Year 2 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm 
 

D. Good for the Year 3/4 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm 
 

E. Extra spelling game (new this week) 

https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts 

 

 

https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm
https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts

