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Week 5 

This week, we will be continuing to work on the story that we looked at last week from 
the book ‘Tales of Wisdom and Wonder’ called ‘The Pedlar of Swaffham’. We will also be 
exploring ‘co-ordinating conjunctions (pink bottle words)’ and ‘subordinating 
conjunctions (yellow bottle words)’ and revising the correct use of ‘a’ and ‘an’. 

Equipment needed for the lessons: 

-copy of these lesson plans 

-copy of the story from last week (attached to the end of this document) 

-copy of adverbial starter sheet from week 1 

-a pencil and paper (your homework book) to write with and record on 

-Lesson 1- camera, objects/toys or drawing/painting equipment 

-Lesson 3- nice paper to write on - a sheet is enclosed in this pack but you may require 
two copies.  

-Lesson 5 - common exceptions word sheet 

Lesson 1  

Learning Objective: visualise a setting 
Success criteria 
-respond to a picture 

-create an image of a setting 

-record vocabulary to describe a scene  

London Bridge looked very different to what it does now. These are pictures and 
information about what London Bridge used to look like 
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Medieval London Bridge was the only bridge across the lower Thames. It was vital to 
communications in southeast England, and brought trade to London. However, for 
many years after the Romans left Britain, Londoners managed without a bridge, 
relying on ferries and boats to cross the river.  
The first medieval bridge was probably built in the mid- or late 900s. It was made of 
wood, and had to be rebuilt several times. Between 1176 and 1209 a stone bridge was 
erected and lined with houses and shops. This is known today as ‘Old London Bridge’, 
and it remained in use until 1831. 

 

Today, I want you to imagine what it might have been like on the bridge when John 
Chapman arrived.  

1. Read the description of the part of the story below.   

 
…In those days, the bridge was all-covered with shops. There were people walking and 
people on horseback. There were carriages and carts moving this way and that way over 
it. He’d never seen such a hustle and bustle in his life. What was he going to do?  
What he did was this: he went to the top of the hump of the bridge and he stood and 
waited… and nothing happened. For a whole day, he waited and nothing happened… 
 

 

2. Drama! You are going to have to be creative as it will be harder without your 
classmates! I want you to imagine that you are on the bridge looking at what is 
going on. What is being bought and sold? What can you see? What can you smell? 
What can you hear? I want you to create an image of what you can see. This 
could be…  
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-a photo freeze frame using objects/people/toys to represent the different 
things 
Or if you are finding this too tricky… 
-a drawn picture/painting 
-a model  
-or any other way of showing what it’s like 

3. Discuss or write down how the pedlar would have felt, having come from a small 
village to the busy city of London.  

4. Make a list of 5 ‘WOW’ descriptive phrases or words to describe the scene 

 

.   
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Lesson 2 

Learning Objective: plan a recount 

Success Criteria: 

-create a plan or story map including the key events 

-in the first person (you are being John Chapman) 

-add adverbial starters 

-add descriptive expanded noun phrases (WOW) 

Today, we are going to use the story and your thinking about what London Bridge would 
be like, to write a first person (you are writing as the Pedlar) recount of a part of the 
story. You can choose which part of the story you want to write about and whether you 
want to write about one day or more than one day. 

1. Reread the story and decide on the part you want to write about and the events 
you will need to mention. Make a plan or quick story map with details you want to 
add. You can add extra details that are not in the story if you need them. See 
my example. 
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2. Decide on the adverbial starters you will use (use the sheet from Week 1). Add 
them to your plan. I have written one ready to start each new paragraph. 

3. Create some expanded noun phrases that you could include in your recount to 
give the reader a more precise description. Choose the noun that you want to 
describe ‘bridge’ add some adjectives ‘huge, stone bridge’ and then add in more 
information about it ‘huge, stone bridge stretching across the murky river’ . Add 
these to your plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6 
 

Lesson 3  

Learning objective: write a recount of an event 

-write as the pedlar 

-use adverbial starters 

-use commas after adverbial starters (Yr4) 

-use expanded noun phrases (WOW description) 

-check it makes sense 

-check capital letters and full stops/exclamation marks/question marks 

Today, we are going to write the recount, that you planned yesterday. Remember to use 
your plan. My example: 
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Lesson 4 

Learning objective: use conjunctions to link sentences 

Success criteria: 

-use coordinating conjunctions 

-use subordinating conjunctions 

-rearrange clauses containing subordinating conjunctions 

Conjunctions are used to link two or more sentences together to create one longer 
sentence. 

1. Choose a coordinating conjunction (pink bottle conjunctions) from the box to link 
these sentences. 

and             but            or            so 
 

A. Last night, I went to bed very late ___________________ I am tired today. 
B. Yesterday, I listened to the weather forecast ___________________  I put 

an umbrella in my bag. 
C. At the weekend, I enjoy playing hockey ___________________ it’s not my   

favourite sport. 
D. On Friday, we could go for a walk  ___________________ we could play in the 

garden. 
 

2. Choose a coordinating conjunction (yellow bottle conjunctions) from the box to 
link these sentences. 

although     because     as     until     even though     when 
 

A. I can’t go to the park ___________________ my dad has fixed my bike 
B. My brother is grumpy ___________________ he has got to do his homework. 
C. I will always support my local team ___________________ they always lose! 
D. Sam always goes abroad on holiday  ___________________ he doesn’t like 

flying.  
E. Children get to open presents _____________________ it’s their birthday. 

 
3. Cut out the cards below. Create some silly sentences using two green cards 

(sentences) and one yellow one (subordinating conjunctions).  
 

when even though because 
if although while 
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until before unless 
as after  

 
the dog was very tired 
he ate the chocolate bar  
I was eating a sandwich 
she heard the noise 
the ice cream landed upside down  
it rained all day 
I am eating a sandwich 
I like to run 
the man rushed down the street 
the giraffes are galloping  
the chimpanzees are escaping 
everyone is laughing 
the children were dancing crazily 
it is snowing 
the penguins play golf 
 
 
 

 
4. Extra challenge- Create sentences using two green cards (sentences) and one 

yellow one (subordinating conjunctions) like last time. Then try rearranging your 
cards so the sentence has the same meaning but the yellow card (subordinating 
conjunction) starts the sentence or is in the middle of the sentence. Check it 
makes sense. You can always create new cards or edit the cards if needed. 
e.g. 
The penguins play golf unless it is snowing 
 
Unless it is snowing ,  the penguins play golf  
(A comma is needed between the two clauses) 
 

5. Still want more? Play this matching conjunctions game (optional it does need 
some thinking) 

https://wordwall.net/resource/44156/english/conjunctions-match-up-game 

 

 

 

 

https://wordwall.net/resource/44156/english/conjunctions-match-up-game
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Lesson 5 

Learning objective: use joined fluent handwriting 

Learning objective: spell ‘sion’ words correctly 

Learning objective: spell more common exception words  

1. Practise the handwriting join for ‘f’ from the photo example below. 

 

2. Practise your spellings. See below: 

This week’s spelling pattern is the ‘sh’ and ‘k’ sound spelt ch  
There are a few words where the ‘sh’ sound is spelt with the letters ch (these 
are mostly French in origin). There are a few words where the ‘sh’ sound is spelt 
with the letter k (these are in mostly Greek in origin). 
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1. Complete the sorting activity by writing the words in the box in the 
correct column in the table. 

mechanic   architect   chef   stomach   echo   machine   
chemist   ache  parachute   technology   orchestra   chute   
scheme   chalet   brochure   echo   character   stomach   
chorus   orchid  

 

Words with the ‘k’ sound spelt as ‘ch’ 
 

Words with the ‘sh’ sound spelt as ‘ch’ 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
2. Learn the spellings below - Each week, you could create your own spelling 

test by writing sentences containing up to 10 words from the spelling 
lists. Then you could get a parent or sibling to read them out for you to 
spell or you could memorise the sentence and then write it down if you’re 
working on your own. Remember to use the correct punctuation. 

Remember to go through and check your work at the end and correct any 
mistakes. 

As usual, everyone needs to learn all the words from Challenge 1. You can then 
choose to learn all the words from Challenge 2, as well, as an additional 
challenge. Choose 10 of the words (including ones you find challenging) for your 
test. 
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Challenge 1  

chef, machine, parachute, chute,  
echo, character, stomach, ache, mechanic 
Revise: question, direction, concentration, discussion, invasion,  

Challenge 2 

chalet, brochure  
scheme, technology, chorus, chemist, orchid, architect, 
orchestra  
Revise: collision, hibenation, caution, inspiration, revision, decision, tension 

 

3. Continue to work on learning the common exception words for Yr1, 2, 3, 4 
attached as a separate sheet (All weeks’ spellings common exception 
words-the same every week). Sites which you can practise on: 
 

A. Scroll down the page and play the ‘Snowball Smash’ game (new game this 
week) 
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/18/15-Words-with-the-k-sound-spelt-ch-(Greek-in-
origin) 
 

B. Good for all word practice 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html 
 

C. Good for all word practice 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html  
 

D. Good for revising Year 2 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm 
 

E. Good for the Year 3/4 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm 
 

F. Extra spelling game 

https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts 

 

Copy of the story 

https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/18/15-Words-with-the-k-sound-spelt-ch-(Greek-in-origin)
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/18/15-Words-with-the-k-sound-spelt-ch-(Greek-in-origin)
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm
https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Pedlar of Swaffham, Tales of Wisdom and Wonder, Hugh Lupton 
 
Once upon a time, there lived a man called John Chapman. He was a pedlar by trade, and he 
tramped the streets, lanes, roads, highways and by-ways of England - selling pins and 
mirrors; ribbons and reels of thread; knives and scissors; pills and ointments; and ballad 
sheets. Wherever he went, he would take his little dog with him, running at his heels.  

Now, John Chapman and his dog lived in a little cottage on the edge of the town of 
Swaffham. A tiny cottage it was, and half open to the weather. In the spring, the birds would 
be in and out of the broken windows, nesting in the rafters above his bed.  

However, he did have one little bit of luck. There was a tiny garden at the back of the 
cottage, and in that garden there was an apple tree, a beautiful old russet apple tree. Every 
autumn, it would drop its fruit on to the grass – the sweetest apples in Swaffham.  

Well, one night John Chapman was fast asleep in his bed when he heard a voice. He heard a 
lovely voice, as clear as moonlight, in amongst his dreams: 
“Go to London Bridge,” it said, “Go to London Bridge”. 
He woke up with a start, sat up, rubbed his eyes and looked about himself… but the room 
was empty and dark. The only sound was the snoring of his little dog at the foot of the bed. 
‘Nothing but a dream,’ he thought to himself, ‘nothing more than a dream.’ 
 
Relieved, he rolled over and went back to sleep but the next night the voice was back, clear 
as moonlight in amongst his dreams. “Go to London Bridge. Go to London Bridge.”  
Immediately, he woke up but the room was dark. “Nothing but a dream,” he said and he fell 
asleep.  

However, night after night, the voice was back: “Go to London Bridge.” 
Therefore, John Chapman started thinking to himself: 
‘Dreams are strange things and sometimes it’s worth listening to them. Maybe I should 
listen to this one’  

What would you have done? 
 
Well, John Chapman thought about it and he thought about it, and in the end he said to 
himself: 
“Yes! I’ve listened and I’ve heard and I’ll go to London Bridge.”  
Quickly, he rolled his blanket into a bundle, packed himself some bread and cheese, 
whistled to his dog and set off.  

For two days, he tramped and trudged along the highways and the by-ways, the roads, the 
lanes and the streets until at last he came to London Bridge -stretching over the River 
Thames.  
 
In those days, the bridge was all-covered with shops. There were people walking and people 
on horseback. There were carriages and carts moving this way and that way over it. He’d 
never seen such a hustle and bustle in his life. What was he going to do?  
What he did was this: he went to the top of the hump of the bridge and he stood and 
waited… and nothing happened. For a whole day, he waited and nothing happened.  
 
After the sunset, he spent a night sleeping on the embankment under the bridge … and 
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nothing happened.  
Early the next morning, he went back up on to the bridge and sat on a doorstep… and still 
nothing happened.  
He was hungry and he was cold and he started thinking to himself: 
‘Dreams are strange things. Sometimes it’s worth listening to them… and sometimes it 
isn’t.’ 
 
Just as he was getting up to his feet and thinking he’d start the long trudge home to 
Swaffham, one of the shopkeepers opened the door of his shop, stepped down on to the 
pavement and looked at John Chapman.  
“Now then, stranger,” he said, “what’s the matter with you? All yesterday, I saw you standing 
over there on the hump of the bridge doing nothing and here you’ve been all morning, 
sitting on a doorstep, shivering like a lost soul. What’s going on, eh?” 
 
Replying, John Chapman said: 
“Well, you see, I had a dream and in my dream I heard a voice as clear as moonlight, and it 
said, ‘Go to London Bridge’ and so I came.” 
The shopkeeper threw back his head and bellowed with laughter: “Dreams! Ha, ha, ha, ha! 
Stranger, listen to me. You don’t want to take any notice of dreams! I’ll tell you something. 
Last night, I dreamed a ridiculous dream. I dreamed I was in a place called – what was it? ... 
Swaffham… and there was a little cottage half open to the weather… and I dreamed I was 
digging with a spade among the roots of an old russet apple tree … and there was a pot 
chock-full of gold… but do you think I’m going to cross half of England in search of dream 
gold? Not me! Now you listen to me and take my advice: if I were you I’d…” 

At that moment, before he could finish his sentence, the shopkeeper saw that John 
Chapman was gone! 
Swiftly, John was running through the streets of London with his dog at his heels! He didn’t 
stop running by day or by night until he came home to Swaffham.  

As soon as he reached his cottage, he didn’t waste any time there either. He fetched a spade 
and he set to work, digging among the roots of the old russet apple tree. After a few 
minutes of digging, sure enough, it wasn’t long before the edge of his spade struck a large 
clay pot, which cracked open. Golden coins trickled down into the soil. Amazingly, there 
were hundreds of them…no, thousands of them! 
 
From that moment, John Chapman’s peddling days were over; his tramping and trudging 
days were finished. Now, he had money enough to patch the holes in his roof and mend the 
glass of his windows. Now, he had money enough to eat whenever he was hungry.  
All the money that was more than enough (and there was plenty of it), he gave to the poor, 
the hungry and the homeless. 
 
Happily, he lived contently to the end of his days. Eventually, when he died, a statue was 
carved -a beautiful statue of John Chapman and his dog. It was set up in the market-place in 
Swaffham and carved into the stone, at the foot of it, were these words: 

‘Even dreams can turn to gold.’ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 


