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Week 5 

This week, we will be completing our final week on the ‘The Pedlar of Swaffham’. We 
will also be looking at reading, apostrophes and prefixes. 

Equipment needed for the lessons: 

-copy of these lesson plans 

-copy of the story from last week (attached to the end of this document) 

-a pencil and paper (your homework book) to write with and record on 

-Lesson 2- nice paper to write on - a sheet is enclosed in this pack but you may require 
two copies. 

-Lesson 2- adverbial starter sheet (Term 5 week 1) 

-Lesson 5 - common exceptions word sheet 

Lesson 1  

Learning Objective: debate an issue 
Success criteria 
-create reasons for and against an issue 

-write a note 

We are going to think back to the ‘Peddlar of Swaffham’ story that we read before 
half-term (attached at the end of this document). 

1. Read the story again. 
2. Think about or discuss with someone the final sentence ‘Even dreams can turn 

to gold’. Do you think dreams really come true? Give 3 reasons for what you 
think. 

3. Think about or discuss: Do you think John should be allowed to keep the gold 
that he found. Is it his gold to keep? Whose gold is it?  

4. ‘Conscience alley’- remember at school when we divide the class in half to 
debate both sides of an argument and then someone walks through the middle 
and decides which side was most persuasive?  
We are going to think of arguments for both sides for the question: 
Should you be allowed to keep what you find? Write down at least 5 reasons for 
each side of the debate. 
Yes, you should be able to keep what 
you find. 

No, you shouldn’t get to keep things 
just because you find them. 
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5. Write a short note to John Chapman explaining what he should do with the gold 

he found. 
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Lesson 2 

Learning Objective: write persuasively 

Success Criteria: 

-layout writing as a letter 

-be persuasive 

-use adverbial starters 

-use descriptive expanded noun phrases (WOW) 

Today, you are going to need to be very persuasive. Imagine that John Chapman lived in 
modern times (2020) and he was looking to donate some of the gold that he found to a 
school.  

1. Think about 5 things that we could buy using the gold for Leighterton School. 
Write them down. Remember John Chapman will receive lots of letters from 
lots of schools – why are your ideas the best? Why will they be good for lots of 
children?  

2. Write down 3 reasons for each of the things you chose from part 1. Make sure 
your reasons explain your thinking and persuade John Chapman that these would 
be the best things to spend his money on. 

3. Write a letter to John Chapman explaining why he should donate some of his 
gold to Leighterton school- including what we would buy and why he should give 
the gold to our school.   
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Lesson 3  
Learning objective: answer questions about what has been read 

-understand the meaning of new words 

-read questions carefully 

-answer in full sentences 

Today, we are going to read a newspaper report about another treasure find. When you 
have read it, answer the questions. 
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Lesson 4 

Learning objective: use apostrophes correctly 

Success criteria: 

-know the shortened (contracted) form of words and the longer form 

-know that apostrophes are used to show that something is ‘of’ or ‘belongs to’ another 
item. 

-understand how apostrophes are used with plural words 

 

1. Complete the two activity sheets on the next pages (answers follow) 
2. If you can, you might want to do these online activities as well: 

 
Contractions 
 
https://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_contract/eng/Introducti
on/activity.htm 
 
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_con_poss/eng/Introducti
on/MainSessionPart1.htm 
 
Possession 
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_con_poss/eng/Introducti
on/MainSessionPart2.htm 
 
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_con_poss/eng/Introducti
on/Plenary.htm 

https://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_contract/eng/Introduction/activity.htm
https://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_contract/eng/Introduction/activity.htm
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_con_poss/eng/Introduction/MainSessionPart1.htm
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_con_poss/eng/Introduction/MainSessionPart1.htm
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_con_poss/eng/Introduction/MainSessionPart2.htm
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_con_poss/eng/Introduction/MainSessionPart2.htm
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_con_poss/eng/Introduction/Plenary.htm
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/apostrophes_con_poss/eng/Introduction/Plenary.htm
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Answers lesson 4 

Apostrophes activity answers 

Look and Learn 
1. she’s 
2. you’re 
3. doesn’t 
4. I’ve 
5. isn’t 
6. we’d 
7. wasn’t 
8. we’ll 
9. wouldn’t 
10. won’t 
11. It’s 
12. I’m 

 

Challenge 
1. hasn’t 
2. can’t 
3. weren’t 
4. doesn’t 
5. there’s 
6. who’s 
7. that’s 
8. they’ve 
9. we’re 
10. he’ll 
11. they’d 
12. she’d 
13. I’m 
14. I’ve 
15. he’s 
16. we’d 

 
 

Apostrophes marking possession activity answers 

Look and Learn 
1. the golfer’s clubs 
2. the builder’s hammer 
3. the footballer’s boots 
4. the tree’s branches 
5. my uncle’s pen 
6. my sister’s book 
7. the farmer’s tractor 
8. Karen’s glasses 
9. Mrs Smith’s slippers 
10. the dinosaur’s tail 

Challenge 
1. the trunk of the elephant 
2. the ears of the elephants 
3. the ship of/belonging to the sailors 
4. the nest of/belonging to the ants 
5. the eggs of/belonging to the bird 
6. the books of/belonging to the boys 
7. the bags of/belonging to the boys 
8. the room of/belonging to the teachers 
9. the owner of the dogs 
10. the eyes of the cat 
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Lesson 5 

Learning objective: use joined fluent handwriting 

Learning objective: spell ‘dis’, ‘re’, ‘mis’  words correctly 

Learning objective: spell more common exception words  

1. Practise the handwriting join for ‘f’ from the photo example below. 

 

2. Practise your spellings. See below: 

This week’s spelling pattern is the prefixes ‘re’, ‘dis’ and ‘mis’  
Most prefixes are added to the beginning of root words without any changes in 
spelling. Like un–, the prefixes dis– and mis– have negative meanings. re– means 
‘again’ or ‘back’. 

1. Learn the spellings below - Each week, you could create your own spelling 
test by writing sentences containing up to 10 words from the spelling 
lists. Then you could get a parent or sibling to read them out for you to 
spell or you could memorise the sentence and then write it down if you’re 
working on your own. Remember to use the correct punctuation. 

Remember to go through and check your work at the end and correct any 
mistakes. 
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As usual, everyone needs to learn all the words from Challenge 1. You can then 
choose to learn all the words from Challenge 2 as well, as an additional challenge. 
Choose 10 of the words (including ones you find challenging) for your test. 

Challenge 1  

misbehave, misuse, mislead, miscount, mishear, mistake,  
dislike, disobey, disappear, disbelieve, disagree, dishonest 
reappear, revisit, refill, recall, return, rewrite 
 
Challenge 2 

misheard, misread, misfortune, misinform, 
misplace, miscalculate 
dislodge, displease, disqualify, disconnect, disinfect 
rebound, recycle, replace, rebuild, 
 
Revise: technology, caution, scheme, decision, huge 

 

2. Complete the activity on prefixes. 
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3. Continue to work on learning the common exception words for Yr1, 2, 3, 4 
attached as a separate sheet (All weeks’ spellings common exception 
words-the same every week). Sites which you can practise on: 
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A. New game using some of the prefixes we have looked at in game 1 
https://www.bigbrownbear.co.uk/demo/prefix.htm 
 

B. Scroll down the page and play the ‘Snowball Smash’ game  
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/18/15-Words-with-the-k-sound-spelt-ch-(Greek-in-
origin) 
 

C. Good for all word practice 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html 
 

D. Good for all word practice 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html  
 

E. Good for revising Year 2 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm 
 

F. Good for the Year 3/4 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm 
 

G. Extra spelling game 

https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts 

 

Copy of the story 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Pedlar of Swaffham, Tales of Wisdom and Wonder, Hugh Lupton 
 
Once upon a time, there lived a man called John Chapman. He was a pedlar by trade, and he 
tramped the streets, lanes, roads, highways and by-ways of England - selling pins and 
mirrors; ribbons and reels of thread; knives and scissors; pills and ointments; and ballad 
sheets. Wherever he went, he would take his little dog with him, running at his heels.  

Now, John Chapman and his dog lived in a little cottage on the edge of the town of 
Swaffham. A tiny cottage it was, and half open to the weather. In the spring, the birds would 
be in and out of the broken windows, nesting in the rafters above his bed.  

However, he did have one little bit of luck. There was a tiny garden at the back of the 
cottage, and in that garden there was an apple tree, a beautiful old russet apple tree. Every 
autumn, it would drop its fruit on to the grass – the sweetest apples in Swaffham.  

Well, one night John Chapman was fast asleep in his bed when he heard a voice. He heard a 
lovely voice, as clear as moonlight, in amongst his dreams: 
“Go to London Bridge,” it said, “Go to London Bridge”. 

https://www.bigbrownbear.co.uk/demo/prefix.htm
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/18/15-Words-with-the-k-sound-spelt-ch-(Greek-in-origin)
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/18/15-Words-with-the-k-sound-spelt-ch-(Greek-in-origin)
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm
https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts
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He woke up with a start, sat up, rubbed his eyes and looked about himself… but the room 
was empty and dark. The only sound was the snoring of his little dog at the foot of the bed. 
‘Nothing but a dream,’ he thought to himself, ‘nothing more than a dream.’ 
 
Relieved, he rolled over and went back to sleep but the next night the voice was back, clear 
as moonlight in amongst his dreams. “Go to London Bridge. Go to London Bridge.”  
Immediately, he woke up but the room was dark. “Nothing but a dream,” he said and he fell 
asleep.  

However, night after night, the voice was back: “Go to London Bridge.” 
Therefore, John Chapman started thinking to himself: 
‘Dreams are strange things and sometimes it’s worth listening to them. Maybe I should 
listen to this one’  

What would you have done? 
 
Well, John Chapman thought about it and he thought about it, and in the end he said to 
himself: 
“Yes! I’ve listened and I’ve heard and I’ll go to London Bridge.”  
Quickly, he rolled his blanket into a bundle, packed himself some bread and cheese, 
whistled to his dog and set off.  

For two days, he tramped and trudged along the highways and the by-ways, the roads, the 
lanes and the streets until at last he came to London Bridge -stretching over the River 
Thames.  
 
In those days, the bridge was all-covered with shops. There were people walking and people 
on horseback. There were carriages and carts moving this way and that way over it. He’d 
never seen such a hustle and bustle in his life. What was he going to do?  
What he did was this: he went to the top of the hump of the bridge and he stood and 
waited… and nothing happened. For a whole day, he waited and nothing happened.  
 
After the sunset, he spent a night sleeping on the embankment under the bridge … and 
nothing happened.  
Early the next morning, he went back up on to the bridge and sat on a doorstep… and still 
nothing happened.  
He was hungry and he was cold and he started thinking to himself: 
‘Dreams are strange things. Sometimes it’s worth listening to them… and sometimes it 
isn’t.’ 
 
Just as he was getting up to his feet and thinking he’d start the long trudge home to 
Swaffham, one of the shopkeepers opened the door of his shop, stepped down on to the 
pavement and looked at John Chapman.  
“Now then, stranger,” he said, “what’s the matter with you? All yesterday, I saw you standing 
over there on the hump of the bridge doing nothing and here you’ve been all morning, 
sitting on a doorstep, shivering like a lost soul. What’s going on, eh?” 
 
Replying, John Chapman said: 
“Well, you see, I had a dream and in my dream I heard a voice as clear as moonlight, and it 
said, ‘Go to London Bridge’ and so I came.” 
The shopkeeper threw back his head and bellowed with laughter: “Dreams! Ha, ha, ha, ha! 
Stranger, listen to me. You don’t want to take any notice of dreams! I’ll tell you something. 
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Last night, I dreamed a ridiculous dream. I dreamed I was in a place called – what was it? ... 
Swaffham… and there was a little cottage half open to the weather… and I dreamed I was 
digging with a spade among the roots of an old russet apple tree … and there was a pot 
chock-full of gold… but do you think I’m going to cross half of England in search of dream 
gold? Not me! Now you listen to me and take my advice: if I were you I’d…” 

At that moment, before he could finish his sentence, the shopkeeper saw that John 
Chapman was gone! 
Swiftly, John was running through the streets of London with his dog at his heels! He didn’t 
stop running by day or by night until he came home to Swaffham.  

As soon as he reached his cottage, he didn’t waste any time there either. He fetched a spade 
and he set to work, digging among the roots of the old russet apple tree. After a few 
minutes of digging, sure enough, it wasn’t long before the edge of his spade struck a large 
clay pot, which cracked open. Golden coins trickled down into the soil. Amazingly, there 
were hundreds of them…no, thousands of them! 
 
From that moment, John Chapman’s peddling days were over; his tramping and trudging 
days were finished. Now, he had money enough to patch the holes in his roof and mend the 
glass of his windows. Now, he had money enough to eat whenever he was hungry.  
All the money that was more than enough (and there was plenty of it), he gave to the poor, 
the hungry and the homeless. 
 
Happily, he lived contently to the end of his days. Eventually, when he died, a statue was 
carved -a beautiful statue of John Chapman and his dog. It was set up in the market-place in 
Swaffham and carved into the stone, at the foot of it, were these words: 

‘Even dreams can turn to gold.’ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 


