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Term 6 Week 4 

We will be exploring a new story from the book ‘Tales of Wisdom and Wonder’ this 
week called ‘The White Rat’. This is a French story and is a variant of a folk tale, which 
can to be found throughout Europe and Asia. It has the familiar theme of a childless 
royal couple and explores the character’s secret-inner-most self. 

We will also be looking at speech punctuation including understanding direct and 
reported speech and spelling words with ture and sure. 

Equipment needed for the lessons: 

-copy of these lesson plans 

-a pencil and paper (your homework book) to write with and record on 

-Lesson 3- highlighter pen 

-Lesson 5 - common exceptions word sheet and two different colours of pen 

Lesson 1  

Learning Objective: respond to illustration 

Success criteria 
- examine an illustration make observations, ask questions and make predictions   

- create a story 

1. Look at the illustration below  
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2. Discuss with someone or write down 4 things you notice about the illustration. 
 

3. Write down 5 questions that you have about the picture- remember the correct 
punctuation.  
For example- What is the king thinking? What does the cloud represent? 
Think of possible answers to your questions. 

4. What do you predict is going to happen in the story based on the picture? 
5. Tell a story based on the picture using these adverbial sentence starters (or 

you can change them to others if you wish to fit your story idea). 
One dark and starlit night,... 
Strangely,… 
Soon,… 
Unfortunately,… 
Luckily,… 
Eventually,… 
In the end,… 

 

 

 
   

My version… 

One dark and starlit night, a rich, masterful king was out for a stroll around his 
kingdom with his daughter - the princess. She was very lonely as there were not 
other children in the kingdom. 

Strangely, when he reached the dark, mysterious mountain, he heard an unusual 
scratching sound coming from inside it. 

Soon, the sound grew louder and louder until finally a small wet nose and some wiry 
whiskers appeared through the rock. 

Unfortunately, at that moment a sun (which was circling the mountain) appeared out 
from behind a cloud. It was so bright that the king had to shield his eyes.  

Luckily, the sun did not worry the creature who continued to emerge from the 
mountain… it was a white rat with an extremely long tail. The princess begged the 
king to allow her to keep the small, furry ball of fluff as a pet. 

Eventually, the king agreed and together they all headed back to the palace. 

In the end, the princess grew up and she and the rat remained firm friends for the 
rest of their days. 
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Lesson 2 

Learning Objective: become familiar with a story 
Success criteria 
-read a story 

- answer questions about a text 

1. Read the story of the White Rat. Were there any similarities to your story? 
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2. Answer these questions about the story using the story text to help you 

a. What did the rat look like? Find three different things (page 30).  
b. What happened to anyone who said anything bad about the rat (page 30)? 
c. What did the king want the magician to do (page 31)? 
d. Who did the king suggest first that the princess should marry (page 33)? 
e. What reason did the princess give for the wind not being powerful 

enough (page 34)? 
f. Do you think the king was pleased that the princess married a rat (p37)? 
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Lesson 3 

Learning Objective: respond to a story 

Success Criteria: 

-use your senses 

-use descriptive expanded noun phrases (WOW) 

-write a poem 

1. Scan through the story and using a highlighter find all the descriptive words and 
phrases which are used to describe rats. 
 
 

2. We are going to revisit the poetry idea we looked at last week. Using your 
senses and the sheet with the rat picture below, write down as many descriptive 
words and vocabulary choices as you can- you can use ones from the story that 
you found in activity 1. Aim for amazing WOW word choices. Think about how 
they look, move, act and sound.  
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3. Extend your descriptive words with similes and metaphors adding in ways to 
describe the way that it moves or how it flows.  
 
-Similes are when you say it is ‘like’ or ‘as’ something else 
with teeth like needles 
 
-Metaphors are when you say something is something else 
a tunnelling machine 
 

4. Use your descriptive words to write a poem. Like last week, you can choose the 
type of poem although you might want to try (or have another go at) a cinquain 
(information below). 
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Lesson 4 

Learning objective: understand and use speech correctly 

Success criteria: 

-know how to place inverted commas (speech marks) 

-know the difference between reported and direct speech 

 

1. Complete activity sheets on the next page (answers follow at the end of the 
lesson) 
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Answers 

Activity 1 answers 

 

 

Activity 2 answers 
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Lesson 5 

Learning objective: use joined fluent handwriting 

Learning objective: spell words with the letter strings ‘sure’ or ‘ture’ 

Learning objective: spell more common exception words  

1. Practise the handwriting join from ‘o’ to ‘f’ and ‘o’ to ‘i’ from the photo example 
below. 

 

2. Practise your spellings. See below: 

This week’s spelling pattern is the word ending ‘sure’ or ‘ture’ 
Watch this if you can: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62mnb/articles/z3jpk2p 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62mnb/articles/z3jpk2p
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The ‘sure’ sound is always spelt sure. The ‘ture’ sound is usually spelt ture but if 
the root word ends in ch like teach then you add er - teacher. 

1. Learn the spellings below - Each week, you could create your own spelling 
test by writing sentences containing up to 10 words from the spelling 
lists. Then you could get a parent or sibling to read them out for you to 
spell or you could memorise the sentence and then write it down if you’re 
working on your own. Remember to use the correct punctuation. 

Remember to go through and check your work at the end and correct any 
mistakes. 

As usual, everyone needs to learn all the words from Challenge 1. You can then 
choose to learn all the words from Challenge 2 as well, as an additional challenge. 
Choose 10 of the words (including ones you find challenging) for your test. 

Challenge 1  

sure, treasure, measure, pleasure, unsure, creature, picture, 
structure, nature, future, temperature, adventure 
 
Revise: misbehave, disappear, rewrite, impossible, irregular 
 
Challenge 2 

pressure, enclosure, closure, exposure, displeasure, furniture, 
torture, miniature, feature, mixture, departure, fracture, 
capture 
 
Revise: immortal, illegible, misfortune, dislodge, rebuild, 

 

2. Complete the activity on the next page. Find all the words which end ‘sure’ 
or ‘ture. Find out the meaning of any words that you don’t know the 
meaning of. Answers at the end of the document. 
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Highlight or underline the ‘ture’ words in one colour 
and the ‘sure’ words in another.  

A love of adventure has always been part of my nature. I 
would often dream of a future when I would have the 
pleasure of seeking my fortune at sea. In my daydreams, I 
made a final departure for a life on the waves at fourteen. 
However, in real life, I had to wait until I was eighteen. 
When the summer temperature was warm and the risk of 
exposure to icebergs was at its lowest, we set sail. The 
captain had a good measure of my character; he knew as we 
left the harbour, I had a mixture of feelings and I was 
unsure about what lay ahead. I could not attempt to 
measure my fear as we were nearly captured and tortured 
by pirates. Inside my case, I had packed a picture of my 
family and a miniature model of my dog. I wondered what 
wild deeds, searches for treasure and strange sea 
creatures would feature in my new life. I was sure that it 
would be a pleasure.   

 
3. Continue to work on learning the common exception words for Yr1, 2, 3, 4 

attached as a separate sheet (All weeks’ spellings common exception 
words-the same every week). Sites which you can practise on: 
 

A. New game using some of the prefixes we have looked at in game 1 
https://www.bigbrownbear.co.uk/demo/prefix.htm 
 

B. Scroll down the page and play the ‘Snowball Smash’ game  
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/18/15-Words-with-the-k-sound-spelt-ch-(Greek-in-
origin) 
 

C. Good for all word practice 

https://www.bigbrownbear.co.uk/demo/prefix.htm
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/18/15-Words-with-the-k-sound-spelt-ch-(Greek-in-origin)
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/18/15-Words-with-the-k-sound-spelt-ch-(Greek-in-origin)
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http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html 
 

D. Good for all word practice 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html  
 

E. Good for revising Year 2 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm 
 

F. Good for the Year 3/4 word practise (Play the game ‘Bouncing Anagram) 
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm 
 

G. Extra spelling game 

https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts 

Answers to lesson 5 activity 

A love of adventure has always been part of my nature. I would often dream of 
a future when I would have the pleasure of seeking my fortune at sea. In my 
daydreams, I made a final departure for a life on the waves at fourteen. 
However, in the end, I had to wait until I was eighteen. When the summer 
temperature was warm and the risk of exposure to icebergs was at its lowest, 
we set sail. The captain had a good measure of my character; he knew as we left 
the harbour, I had a mixture of feelings and I was unsure about what lay ahead. 
I could not attempt to measure my fear as we were nearly captured and 
tortured by pirates. Inside my case, I had packed a picture of my family and a 
miniature model of my dog. I wondered what wild deeds, searches for treasure 
and strange sea creatures would feature in my new life. I was sure that it would 
be a pleasure.   

 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/lcwc/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/spookySpellings/index.html
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-259517.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-437008.htm
https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts

