
Week 2 English tasks – 18.1.2021 

Mrs Pocock reading the story (improved video quality):  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-cV9l5U3yg&feature=youtu.be  

The book pages and story reading: https://youtu.be/_j_XPFxy5js  

An animated film of the story: https://vimeo.com/36088583  

Monday 18th January 

Welcome back to week two of our writing unit using ‘The Tin 

Forest.’ Above I have kept the links to the story being read 

aloud in case you would like to hear it again. Last week, on Friday, we wrote down 

some questions that we would like to ask the old man. You will need your list of 

questions to help you with today’s task.  

Please watch: This link shows Mrs Pocock explaining today’s task: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d28-Tzepht8  

(A close-up picture of the flip chart, sorry it is not clearer. I hope to 

improve upon my videos next week). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-cV9l5U3yg&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/_j_XPFxy5js
https://vimeo.com/36088583
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d28-Tzepht8


YOUR TASK:  

To write a letter to the old man in the forest. He has been feeling very lonely 

and would like to hear from you. Remember when you write a letter it should be 

presented like this: 

 

Structuring your letter: 

• Start it with Dear Sir,  

• Explain why you are writing (to find out more about him), 

• Y2- Introduce yourself, (name, hobbies and interests) 

• Ask him some questions, 

• Explain that you would like him to write back to you,  

• Sign it off from and your name.  

TOP TIPS 

- Make sure that your letter flows and is not just a list of questions.  

- Tell the old man some of your interests, for example, you could tell him 

what your favourite forest animal is.  

 

What are we looking for today? 

Short Burst Write! 

LO- To write a letter. 

- I can use A and . 

- I can use ? 

- I can use ! 

-  

-  



Try to include the following in your Short Burst Write: 

Year 1 Year 2 

➢ Capital letters for names, 

places and at the start of new 

sentences.  

➢ Full stops at the end of a 

sentence. 

➢ Question marks. 

➢ Challenge- Exclamation marks.  

➢ Coordinating conjunction ‘and’ 

to connect two ideas together. 

➢ Correct use of punctuation- 

capital letters, full stops, 

question marks and exclamation 

marks. 

➢ Coordinating conjunctions such 

as, and, but, so. 

➢ Subordinating conjunctions 

such as, if, because, as.  

 

There is a sheet of lined paper below in case you do not have lined paper at 

home.  

 

 

 

 



 

The Tin Forest, 

Near to nowhere, 

Close to forgotten 

               GL8 8HT  



Tuesday 19th January – Grammar day 

 LO- To use past tense correctly.  

- I can use past tense. 

- I can correct mistakes.  

 

Please watch: This link shows Mrs Pocock explaining today’s task: 

You may wish to pause the video when she asks a question. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNMk_hR_F2w  

 

YOUR TASK: Practice changing present tense to past tense.  

ACTIVITY 1: Pair the past and present tense words together. 

ACTIVITY 2: Correct the sentences by changing the present tense 

into past tense. 

ACTIVITY 3: Tense board game. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmcUQRWeLQo&feature=emb

_logo – board game explanation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNMk_hR_F2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmcUQRWeLQo&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmcUQRWeLQo&feature=emb_logo


ACTIVITY 1: Draw a line to pair the present tense verb to the past tense 

verb. The first one has been done for you. TIP: You could use different 

coloured pencils or pens to draw your lines. 

 

See 

Swim 

Drink 

Buy 

Fall 

Run  

Sleep 

Read  

Hear 

Catch 

Fly 

Drive 

Sit 

Write 

Hides 

Eats  

Ate 

Wrote 

Sat 

Heard 

Hid  

Drove 

Flew 

Caught 

Fell 

Ran 

Slept 

Read 

Bought  

Drank 

Swam 

 Saw 



 ACTIVITY 2: Correct the sentences. 

 



Answers to ACTIVITY 1 and 2:  

1. See- Saw                     9. Fall- fell 

2. Swim-Swam                 10. Run- ran 

3. Drink- Drank                11. Sleep- slept 

4. Buy- Bought                 12. Read- read 

5. Catches- Caught          13. hear- heard. 

6. Fly-Flew                       14. Sit- sat 

7. Drive-Drove                 15. Write- wrote 

8. Hides- Hid                   16. Eat- Ate  

 



ACTIVITY 3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmcUQRWeLQo&feature=emb_logo – board game explanation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmcUQRWeLQo&feature=emb_logo


Wednesday 20th January  

 Please watch: This link shows Mrs Pocock explaining today’s task: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8t7mm5-lNxA&feature=youtu.be  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK- Writing a Diary Entry 

Today we are going to write a diary entry from the point of view of the old man, 

this means that we are going to pretend to be him. We are going to describe 

how we felt at the start of the story. I have included an example below to help 

you: 

Dear Diary,  

Today I woke early and peered out of my bedroom window. Outside, I saw a 

ginormous moon that shined like a golden orb. I went downstairs and grabbed my 

coat. I slammed the door and walked out into a vast sea of rubbish. The rubbish 

was piled as high as a mountain. I carefully climbed up the mountain of rubbish 

until I reached the top. I perched on a rusty metal box and sat. What can I do 

with all this rubbish? I thought helplessly whilst I stared at the moon and made 

a wish. 

 

 *Remember you must write using first person e.g. ‘I felt sad when,’ and you 

must use past tense, ‘I walked through the junkyard.’ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8t7mm5-lNxA&feature=youtu.be


What are we looking for today? 

Short Burst Write! 

LO- To write a diary entry. 

- I can use A and . 

- I can use first person. 

- I can use past tense. 

Try to include the following in your Short Burst Write: 

Year 1 Year 2 

➢ Capital letters for names, 

places and at the start of new 

sentences.  

➢ Full stops at the end of a 

sentence. 

➢ Neat handwriting. 

➢ Past tense. 

➢ Correct use of punctuation- 

capital letters, full stops, 

➢ Question marks and 

exclamation marks. 

➢ Past tense.  

➢ I can use neat handwriting. 

➢ Coordinating conjunctions such 

as, and, but, so. 

➢ Subordinating conjunctions 

such as, if, because, as.  

 

TOP TIP 

You could start your diary entry in the same way that I have:  

 

Dear Diary, 

Today I woke early and peered out of my bedroom window. Outside, I saw… 

 

Change the description of what you saw outside to make the writing your 

own.  

I have attached some lined paper below; in case you do not have any at home. 



___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 



Thursday 21st January  Grammar day 

 Using conjunctions (joining words) 

*PARENTS* During this grammar lesson, the children will be learning how to use 

conjunctions correctly. This lesson should be a fun opportunity for children to 

practice using joining words (‘and’ ‘or’ ‘but’ ‘so,’) by taking part in different 

sentence building activities and games. 

A parent’s guide to terminology: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LO: I can use conjunctions. 

Y1-I can use and 

Y1+Y2- I can use ‘or, but, yet, so’ 

Y2- I can use ‘When, if, that, because, unless, until’ 

 

See games and activities below:

Conjunctions- Year 1- Conjunctions are the glue that hold together 

parts of sentences. For example, in the sentence, ‘I like apples and 

bananas,’ the conjunction and joins together the two clauses (I like 

apples, I like bananas). 

Co-ordinating conjunctions- The co-ordinating conjunctions taught in 

Year 1 and Year 2 are, and, or and but. These are usually used to join 

two independent clauses together (simple sentences that would make 

sense on their own). For example, 

John likes apples but he doesn’t like apple juice. 

In the sentence above ‘John likes apples’ makes sense on its own and so 

does ‘He doesn’t like apple juice.’ When we join these sentences together 

using but, they make one compound sentence.  

Subordinating conjunctions- In year 2, the subordinating conjunctions 

taught are when, if, that and because. These join an independent (main) 

clause (a sentence that makes sense on its own) with a dependent 

(subordinate) clause (a sentence that does not make sense on its own). 

For example. 

 

Jack put on his coat because it was cold. 

 



 

 

ACTIVITY 1- Read the sentences and fill in the missing conjunctions. You can use                                 or                . 

Make sure that you re-read the sentence to check that it makes sense.  

and or but 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY 2- BOSSY CONJUNCTIONS  

Read the statements on the sheet and follow the bossy instructions. Can you come up with some of your own bossy 

instructions for your family members to follow? You must use at least one conjunction, such as, ‘and’ ‘or’ ‘if’ ‘when’ 

‘unless’ ‘until’ in each bossy instruction. 

 



ACTIVITY 3- Year 2 – Subordinating conjunctions board game 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday 22nd January Short Burst Write! 

TASK: 

Imagine that the council have called Mrs Hatfield and they would like to build a rubbish 

dump on our school field. They saw that we haven’t been tidying our wellies and thought 

that we no longer cared about our playground. How would you feel about this?  

We are going to write a letter to the local council persuading them not to build a 

rubbish tip in the playground. What could we say to stop them? 

Ideas: 

- We need the area to play in. 

- We enjoy playing outside. 

- We need to get exercise.  

- We might get extremely sick.  

- We could hurt ourselves on rubbish.  

- We will promise to keep the playground tidy from now on. 

 

What are we looking for today? 

- LO- To write a persuasive letter.  

- I can use and 

- I can use ‘or, but, yet, so’ 

- I can use ‘Because, When, although, if 

Try to include the following in your Short Burst Write: 

Year 1 Year 2 

➢ Capital letters for names, 

places and at the start of new 

sentences.  

➢ Full stops at the end of a 

sentence. 

➢ Co- ordinating conjunctions,  

And, or , but, so 

➢ Correct use of punctuation- 

capital letters, full stops, 

➢ Question marks and 

exclamation marks. 

➢ Coordinating conjunctions such 

as, and, but, so. 

➢ Subordinating conjunctions 

such as, if, because, as.  

 

*Remember to start your letter with Dear Sir or Madam. 



 

The Council offices, 

Cirencester, 

Gloucestershire, 

GLL 5TG 

 


