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English  Monday 18th January 

LO: to develop ideas and write a persuasive message 

Context: a persuasive message to Varjak 

You should have received an email containing my reading of chapter 3. Please watch 
this before starting this lesson. 
1. Watch the reading of chapter 3 (you have been emailed a special link for this). 
 
2. We have had lots of debates in school. This is similar. Our debate is ‘ 

Should Varjak (and possibly his whole family) leave the house as Elder Paw suggested 
or should he stay?’ 

Draw a table (like the one below) and write as many reasons for each side of the debate as you can. 
I have written a few to start you off. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 

Think about the question  
Should Varjak …leave the house  or  stay in the house? 
After looking at your reasons you have written for both sides of the debate. Decide what you think 
Varjak should do. 
 
4. Create a video message to persuade Varjak of your point of view- explaining what he should do 
and why. Make sure you give him reasons for your choice . An example of what you might say is below 
Varjak, 
  
I think you should leave the house as it seems like you will all need to leave eventually just to stay safe. 
  
Firstly, it is clear that something strange is going on as you saw the strange man with his sinister, cat side-kicks appear at the house and you 
have not seen the Contessa in days. If you wait, then the man might be planning to take you all away and you maybe bullied by the huge black 
cats for the rest of your days. 
  
Also, your family are really mean to you and they never take you seriously. Do you really want to stay with them if the Elder Paw decides to 
leave? You will just be teased because of your blue eyes. If you stay, you are sealing your fate to be the joke of the family forever. Additionally, 
the man may think the same as your family that your eyes are the wrong colour. 
  
Furthermore, you are fed up with the house and all its rules and restrictions. It would be awful to spend the rest of your life stuck in a stuffy 
sitting room with no adventures or fun. If you go, you will be able to see the outside world and be just like Jalal. 
  
I hope you make the right decision. 
  
5. Email me your finished videos so I can see how persuasive you are.  
  

Reasons to leave the house Reasons to stay in the house 

-There is something strange and weird happen-
ing. 

-The man seems  like he might be trying to 
trick you 

-The Contessa  could be dead and  your new 
owners could be mean. 

-The house is boring and there is nothing to 
do. 

-Julius is always trying to fight you and be 
mean. 

…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………

-It could be worse outside than staying in the 
house. 

-The man might actually be really nice. 

-The large black cats might be on your side. 

-The man may bring food that is more deli-
cious than caviar 

…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………… 
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English  Tuesday 19th January 

LO: develop our ideas and add further details 
Context: Letter to Varjak 
 
Today, we are now going to work on developing our ideas from yesterday further and write a letter 
to Varjak explaining what he should do. For each idea, we will add reasons and then add further evi-
dence to support the idea. 
 
1.Yesterday, you decided what Varjak should do (leave the house or stay). Look at your table of rea-
sons and choose your top five reasons and highlight them.  Choose your best one and put a star next 
to it. 
2.Let’s start our letter and write an introduction to tell Varjak why we are writing. Read through 
mine below. 
 
Dear Varjak, 
 
I think you should leave the Contessa’s house and there are lots of reasons why which 
I will explain. 
 
3.Write the  start and introduction to your letter. 
 
4. My best reason from the table of reasons is ‘There is something strange and weird happening.’ I 
am going to develop this further. This is my first paragraph about my first reason. Read it. 
 
 

 

 

 
Firstly, There is something strange and weird happening in the house and it is not 
safe anymore. You saw the menacing man with his sinister, cat side-kicks appear at 
the house and it is weird how he is being so kind. Why would he give you caviar and 
new toys? He wants to gain your trust so he can capture you.  
  

5. Read through my complete example letter on the next page. 

Who you are writing to 

Introduction– why you are 
writing 

Adverbial starter 

Add evidence from the 
story to support your 
reason. Say what bad things could happen 

Add evidence from the story to  
support your reason 
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8. Your task is to plan and write a first draft of a letter to Varjak. Explaining what he 
should do. Use a different idea for each paragraph, add reasons and add evidence from the 
story.  
If you want a greater challenge for your writing. Check out the next page before you 
start. 

Varjak, 
  
I think you should think about leaving the house as it seems that you will all 
need to leave eventually just to stay safe. 
  
Firstly, There is something strange and weird happening in the house and it is 
not safe anymore. You saw the menacing man with his sinister, cat side-kicks 
appear at the house and it is weird how he is being so kind. Why would he give 
you caviar and new toys? He wants to gain your trust so he can capture you.  
 
Also, your family are really mean to you and they never take you seriously. Do 
you really want to stay with them if the Elder Paw decides to leave? You will 
just be teased because of your blue eyes. You are always made to feel differ-
ent and Julius is always bullying you and if you get into a fight with him, you will 
get blamed. 
  
Furthermore, you are fed up with the house and all its rules and restrictions. It 
would be awful to spend the rest of your life stuck in a stuffy sitting room with 
no adventures or fun. The garden is not very exciting with its prison-like walls 
but you are not even allowed to go exploring out there. The only interesting toy 
was the mouse and Jay, Jethro and Jerome have claimed that.  
  
Leaving is the only way. I hope you make the right decision. 
 
From a friend 

English  Tuesday 19th January 
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English  Tuesday 19th January 

 Greater challenge 

As well as explaining why Varjak should choose your opinion also give reasons why the other 
opinion is not a good choice. Look at my example below. 

Varjak, 
  
I think you should think about leaving the house as it seems that you will all 
need to leave eventually just to stay safe. 
  
Firstly, There is something strange and weird happening in the house and it is 
not safe anymore. You saw the menacing man with his sinister, cat side-kicks 
appear at the house and it is weird how he is being so kind. Why would he give 
you caviar and new toys? He wants to gain your trust so he can capture you. If 
you wait, then the man may imprison you or take you all away and you maybe 
bullied by the huge, black cats as well, for the rest of your days. 
 
 
Also, your family are really mean to you and they never take you seriously. Do 
you really want to stay with them if the Elder Paw decides to leave? You will 
just be teased because of your blue eyes. You are always made to feel differ-
ent and Julius is always bullying you and if you get into a fight with him, you will 
get blamed. If you stay, you are sealing your fate to be the joke of the family 
forever. Additionally, the man may think the same as your family that your eyes 
are the wrong colour.  
  
Furthermore, you are fed up with the house and all its rules and restrictions. It 
would be awful to spend the rest of your life stuck in a stuffy sitting room with 
no adventures or fun. The garden is not very exciting with its prison-like walls 
but you are not even allowed to go exploring out there. The only interesting toy 
was the mouse and Jay, Jethro and Jerome have claimed that. If you go, you 
will be able to see the outside world and be  like Jalal. You may even see a dog. 
How exciting that would be! 
  
Leaving is the only way. I hope you make the right decision. 
 
From a friend 
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English     Wednesday 20th January 

Today, you are going to write a final version of your letter from your plan you created 

yesterday. Use the checklist to help you as you write. Please email me this work for 

me to mark. 

 

 

 

 

      

  Me My teacher 

written in the first person (use I)     

includes an introduction     

uses paragraphs   

each paragraph is about one reason     

each paragraph has lots of information to support your 
view–  
including ideas from the story 

    

uses adverbials to start sentences     

includes a question     
Has an ending reminding Varjak what he should do     
      
Also check     
Does it make sense?     
Does it have capital letters and full stops?     
Have you used other punctuation as well , ! ?     
Is your handwriting neat?     

Have you used some WOW vocabulary   
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English  Thursday 21st January 

LO: make good decisions about organisation and word choices in our writing 
Context: persuading Varjak 

-give ideas for different sides of a debate 

-explain ideas adding more details and reasons 

1. Watch chapter 4 and chapter 5 (you will be emailed special links for these). 

2. Do you think Varjak should have left his grandfather to the mercy of the black cats or 
should he have stood by him?  
 
3. Complete the sheet on the next page. 
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English  Thursday 21st January 

 Conscience alley. Give Varjak advice from both sides about what he should have done. 

Should Varjak have left his Grandfather to the mercy of the Black cats? 

 

Yes, he should have left, reasons on this 
side. 

No, he should have stayed, reasons on 
this side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Choose your response to this part of the book. You only need to do one of these choices: 
 
A) Create a filmed debate for both sides of the question above. Maybe you could dress as 
two different characters to argue the different points. 
B) Write a note telling Varjak what he should have done using your ideas from the activity 
above. 
C) Write another diary entry as Varjak about some of the events which happened in either 
chapter 4 or 5.       
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English      Friday 22nd January 

Today, we are focusing on plurals in spelling.  

(The Oak Academy lesson from Monday’s SPAG lesson needs to be done first if you 
haven’t done it already- https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-investigate-
suffixes-more-plurals-6rtpcd) 

 

1. Do the Oak Academy online lesson: https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-
practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-suffixes-more-plurals-including-test-cnh30c 

This also has a test included and/or get someone to test you on this week’s spelling 
words (below). 

Challenge 1 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

balls, rocks, thanks, catches, matches, boxes, foxes, churches, stories, donkeys 

Challenge 2 

volcanoes, heroes, echoes, trolleys, princesses, rhinoceroses, itches, quarries  

 

2. There are also two worksheets attached. There is a challenge 1 and a challenge 2 
sheet on the next pages. 
 

 

 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-investigate-suffixes-more-plurals-6rtpcd
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-investigate-suffixes-more-plurals-6rtpcd
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-suffixes-more-plurals-including-test-cnh30c
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-suffixes-more-plurals-including-test-cnh30c
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English      Friday 22nd  January 

Challenge 1 

1. Turn these singular words into plurals. Sort them in to the table by the rules they follow. 
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English      Friday 22nd January 

Challenge 2—first page 

1. Turn these singular words into plurals. Sort them in to the table on the next page by which rule 

they follow. Write the plural words into the table not the singular words. 
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English      Friday 22nd January 

Challenge 2– second page 

 

 

Master challenge 

Fill the table 
with more words 
of your own 
which follow the 
rules. 
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Answers English      Friday 22nd January 


