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English      Monday 25th January 

LO: write for the reader, varying sentence constructions to make it interesting. 

Context: description of over the wall. 

-use extended noun phrases 

-use prepositions 

-describe settings 

1. Think about what Varjak can see over the other side of the wall, at the end of 
chapter 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do you think Varjak could be feeling? What is over the wall?  

3. This is the picture at the start of Chapter 6. What can you see? 
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English      Monday 25th January 

3. We are going to remind ourselves of prepositional phrases and expanded noun phrases to 
help us create great descriptions (hopefully this will look familiar Year 4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

Write a complete sentence including the expanded noun phrase 

Turn it into a sentence with an adverbial starter: 

Slowly, an enormous, trundling delivery lorry on the busy road stopped at the flashing 
lights. 

Or swap it around a bit and change it where needed 

At the flashing lights, an enormous, trundling delivery lorry was waiting in a stream of 
traffic. 

4. Complete this one  

a lorry 

a delivery lorry 

an enormous, trundling delivery lorry 

an enormous, trundling delivery lorry 
on the busy road 
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Turn it into a sentence with an adverbial starter: 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

6. Do the same activity for these noun phrases (there are blank versions on the next 
page) but you can just write out what would go in the boxes and your sentences). 

 a bin 

 a cat 

 a gate 

Turn it into a sentence with an adverbial starter: 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

5. Try this one 

a church 

 
a bin 

English      Monday 25th January 
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Turn it into a sentence with an adverbial starter: 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

 

Turn it into a sentence with an adverbial starter: 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

a cat 

a gate 

English      Monday 25th January 
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 English      Monday 25th January 

7. Draw a picture of what you think Varjak can see from the top of the wall. Add in as many details as 

possible as this will help with your descriptive writing tomorrow. 
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English  Tuesday 26th January 

LO: write for the reader, varying sentence constructions to make it interesting. 

1. Look back at yesterday’s learning about prepositions and noun phrases. 
2. Look at the picture you drew yesterday of what you think Varjak can see. 
3. Today you need to label your picture with as many descriptive noun phrases as 

you can to show what Varjak can see, hear, smell, feel and his sensations of 
touch.  Use the word banks below and on the next page to help you. This will 
be used to write a description tomorrow. Use as many WOW words as you can. You need to 
have at least 12 amazing descriptive phrases using prepositions and all of the senses. 
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English  Tuesday 26th January 



8 

 
Today, you are going to write a description to show what Varjak could see over the other side of the 
wall. 1.You can choose to write as Varjak, you are seeing it (first person ‘I’) or about what Varjak can 
see (third person ‘he’).  
2. Read through my model below. 

 
 

Varjak sat staring at the huge city that lay sprawling in front of him. He had 
never seen anything so vast. The cool breeze brought with it exotic scents and 
a cacophony of sounds. From high up on the wall, he felt like an emperor sur-
veying his empire.  
 
In the distance, a lazy, muddy river weaved it’s way between the dazzling sky-
scrapers with their towering glass walls. There were rusty, cargo tankers 
chugging along or moored to the docks at the mouth of river and in the air 
Varjak thought he could detect the faintest trace of salty, sea spray.  
 
Through the city, long, metal, snake-like vehicles followed metal tracks. They 
were clicking and clacking as they raced along. Sparks of electricity flashed 
above them from wires suspended in the air. When they stopped, people 
rushed in and out of them-in and out and onwards never ending. 
 
Nearer the house, was a large grassy area surrounded by ancient trees with 
branches cloaked in leaves. There were gravel paths going in and out. Around 
the edge of the space, were tall, metal railings which were painted black and 
Varjak wasn’t sure if they were there to keep things in or keep them out? In 
the centre of the park was a circular building with no sides. Music was playing 
and some people were dancing. The smell of hotdogs drifted in the air making 
Varjak’s stomach rumble.   
 
On the other side of the park, there were huge metal monsters racing up and 
down. They belched smoke, flashed, honked and seemed very angry. They 
jumped along in queues always revving and squealing. These were definitely 
mysterious creatures. 
 
Feeling excited, Varjak paced along the wall feeling the rough cement beneath 
his claws. It was time to go and explore this exhilarating new world.           
 
 
3. First, start big- describe the whole scene in front of him- before picking out the important de-
tails for the reader. Finally, head back to Varjak on the wall. Use all your ideas from yesterday, your 
picture and the word banks to support you. 
 
4. When you are finished, email in your writing. I have included a checklist for you (on the next 
page) and I will give you feedback about these areas. 

English  Wednesday 27th January 

Lots of loud random sounds all happening at the same time 
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English     Wednesday 27th January 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Me My teacher 

written in the first person (use I) or third person 
(he) 

    

introduces the whole scene as an introduction     

uses paragraphs   

use all the senses     

uses prepositions to say where things are     

includes feelings and sensations    

uses adverbials to start sentences     

could include a question     
has an ending or final thought     
      
Also check     
Does it make sense?     
Does it have capital letters and full stops?     
Have you used other punctuation as well , ! ?     
Is your handwriting neat and joined?     
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English     Thursday 28th January 

LO: show understanding of a character 

1.Listen to chapter 6 and 7– you have been emailed a special link for these. 

2.Today we are going to create a role on the wall for Varjak. First draw a large cat outline on your paper 

like the one below. Please email me a photo or just a list of your questions for use in a future lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

4. Inside the outline write down 

-Varjak’s feelings about events in his life 

-what only he knows about himself 

-secrets he has 

-his biggest fear 

-his biggest dream 

-what he thinks he’s good at 

-what he thinks he is not good at 

3. Outside the outline on the right side-

write down 

-what others think about him 

-what he looks like 

-what he acts like in front of others 

 

6. At the bottom, choose 6 of these words which you think describe Varjak the best. Write down a reason to 

explain each of your choices using evidence from the story so far.   

Stubborn Caring  Selfish  Bold  Timid  Creative Funny 

Brave  Adventurous  Cheerful Grumpy Intelligent Respectful 

Fearless Foolish Kind  Mean  Fearful Imaginative Leader 

5. Outside the outline on the left side, 

write down five questions you would 

most like to ask Varjak. 
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English      Friday 29th January 

Today, we are focusing on plurals in spelling. You can do the Oak Academy online lesson:  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-
french-derived-sounds-cmwp2d?activity=video&step=1 

 

There is a test on the words that the Oak Academy set in their Lesson on Monday (in 
Reading/SPAG).  
 
You can also test yourself on the word lists below: 
 

Challenge 1– Oak Academy word list 
chef, machine, parachute, brochure, league, fatigue, intrigue, 
unique, antique, mosque  
 
Challenge two extra words to learn 
tongue, chute, chalet, champagne, cheque, vague, rogue   
 
 
 
There are two revision spelling activity sheets on the next pages which revise patterns 
from last term. 
 

 

 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-french-derived-sounds-cmwp2d?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-french-derived-sounds-cmwp2d?activity=video&step=1
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English      Friday 29th January 

Revision of silent letters 
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English      Friday 29th January 

Revision of hard and soft sounds 
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