
 

 

 

Hello Everyone! 

 

Welcome to Shackleton Week 3!   

As so many of you have mentioned how much you are enjoying this topic, we’ve decided to spend an extra week 

finding out more about the Expedition.  We will be focusing on the challenges faced by the explorers in the final 

months of their adventure and thinking about the breath-taking courage and determination shown by them all.  It 

was because of these qualities (and the exceptional leadership of Shackleton and Wild) that every man survived. 

   

As you have learnt more and more about the Expedition, have you noticed how very many points there are in the 

story when a major decision had to be made? - a decision that people’s lives depended on?   For instance, what 

would have happened if Shackleton had decided to stay on the melting ice floe rather than risk the open ocean to 

reach Elephant Island?  Do you think he made the right decision?   

 

There were many times, too, when each man had to make significant choices.  Remember I mentioned last week 

that  the photographs taken on Endurance were nearly swallowed up in the icy, dark waters of the Weddell Sea?  

They were saved because of the decision of one man.  Read on to find out what happened... 
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Ridge English: Week of 1.2.21 



  Long before digital cameras were invented, photographs were taken with cameras       

  that used film (negatives).   After twenty or so pictures had been taken, the film    

  would be full and then had to be removed from the camera and stored until it  

  could be ‘developed’ in a dark room, using chemicals .  A long process!   

 Official photographer, Frank Hurley, sealed his full films into airtight tins to preserve 

them from harm and stored them below decks on board the  

Endurance.  As the ship was sinking beneath the pack-ice, Hurley decided to risk his life to save the 

films.  He later wrote in his diary: 

 “I hacked through the thick walls of the refrigerator to retrieve the negatives stored 

therein. They were located beneath four feet of mushy ice & by stripping to the waist & 

diving under I hauled them out. Fortunately they are soldered up in double tin linings, so I 

am hopeful they may not have suffered by their submersion.”                                         

  

                                   

 

 

 

If Frank Hurley had decided to take the safe option and 

leave the films to sink, what difference would that have 

made?                                                                                      

Was it worth risking his life?   

What would you have done? 
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A crazy risk or a sound decision? 
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Lesson 1 

LO:  To use ‘BOYS’ and ‘Many Questions’ in  our writing 

TASK 

 We are going to learn and practice two writing techniques: ’BOYS’ and ’Many Questions’. 

 Both of them are useful when you are writing about decision-making and the arguments for / against taking a particular 

 course of action. 
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Have a go:  Choose one of the following but, or, yet, so  to make the sentences below make sense. 

1) Shackleton knew the ice was breaking up, ______ could the lifeboats survive the perils of the open ocean? 

2) Should the remaining seal meat be given to the hungry dogs, to the men  ______  shared between them all? 

3) The men desperately needed ropes from the cargo dump, ______  the sled team braved the blizzard to get them. 

4) The tins of film were not replaceable, _______  they were under 4 feet of freezing water. 

5) The men were exhausted, ________ this beach would not be sheltered from the coming storm. 

6) If they stayed on Elephant Island, they might be rescued by a passing ship, ______  maybe it would be best to stay… 

 

Now, write 4 sentences of your own about decisions that had to be made on the Expedition—eg Frank Hurley’s choices about the  

tins of film or Shackleton’s options about leaving Elephant Island to seek help on South Georgia. 

Lesson 1 

LO:  To use ‘BOYS’ and ‘Many Questions’ in  our writing 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Have a go:  Complete the following with short questions that  make sense in each  sentence. 

 

1) Shackleton  looked at the stowaway.  How had he got on board without anyone seeing him? ________ him? finding him? 

2) What if Shackleton and the others had drowned? starved ? _________? 

3) When would they reach land? three days? _______________? three months?  

4) Would all those photographs I’d taken be damaged? _________? ruined? 

 

Now, write 3 sentences of your own about options and uncertainties that the men faced on the Expedition—eg Frank Hurley’s 

thoughts / options about the  tins of film or the thoughts and doubts of the men waiting for rescue on Elephant Island. 

Lesson 1 

LO:  To use ‘BOYS’ and ‘Many Questions’ in  our writing 



     Tuesday 2nd February 2021 

      Page  7 

In yesterday’s lesson, we started to think about decisions that were made on the Expedition and the effect that they had on the 

outcome of the adventure.   We are going to consider this in more detail today.  

TASK 1 
Look at the map below.  It traces the route that the explorers ended up taking after Endurance became stuck in the pack-ice.   

At each numbered point, a significant event happened (as you can see from the time line) and difficult decisions had to be made. 

Lesson 2 

LO:  To consider real-life choices faced by people in a non-fiction text text 

Three additional significant dates: 

6a. Land on Elephant Island at Cape 

Valentine.  Apr 15th 1916 

6b. Move to safer beach  at  Point Wild. 

Apr 17th 1916 

7a. Shackleton, Crean and  Worsley  

walk across the mountains of South 

Georgia, 40 miles in 36 hours.                

Apr 19th-20th 1916 

 Look at No 3.  Endurance became trapped in the ice.  Shackleton could 

have decided to abandon the ship and strike out for the South Pole to 

continue with the exploration.   

     Instead, he chose to stay on board and wait until the ice released the   

     ship.  However, the ice crushed the boat and their expedition turned  

     into a fight for survival. 

 

 What choices did Shackleton have at No 6?  

 Write down the options he could have taken as well as the choice he 

did make.  What effect did this have on the way things turned out? 

 What decisions were 

made at No 7, 8 , 9 and 

10? 

 Listen to Ice Trap!  from 

picture page 7 to the end 

to help you think about 

this.  What were the   

consequences of the   

decisions they made? 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 2 

LO:  To consider real-life choices faced by people in a non-fiction text 

1. 

2. 

TASK 2 
 After you have listened to Ice Trap! (see Task 1), look at the photographs below and find out what ‘marooned’ means. 

 Was Shackleton right to leave 22 men marooned on Elephant Island and attempt a journey that was unlikely to be successful? 

          Write down two reasons supporting his decision and two reasons against it.   

             For Shacklteton’s decision                                                                          Against Shackleton’s decision 

 

 

1. 

2. 

Shackleton and five others set off for South Georgia in 

the James Caird lifeboat. 

The remaining 22 men wave goodbye to the James Caird 

from Elephant Island where they are now marooned. 

 What would the men in the James Caird  be thinking and feeling as they left Elephant Island?  What would the men on            

Elephant Island be thinking and feeling as they watched the James Caird disappear into the distance?                                                                             

Write a thought bubble for each. 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 3 

LO:  To plan a series of diary entries  

Over the next three days, you will be planning and writing a series of three diary entries in the character of one of the crew           

members.  You can choose to be one of the men who accompanied Shackleton on the perilous and terrifying journey to Stromness, or 

you can be one of the crew who were marooned on Elephant Island, desperately hoping for rescue and coping with a long list of      

difficulties.  (More on this tomorrow.) 

The diary entries will focus on your changing thoughts, feelings, moods and opinions and how you weigh up the different choices 

that you are faced with.  Your diaries will also include descriptions of  your surroundings and colleagues as well as your reaction to 

the events .  

 

TASK 1 

 Read the diary entries on the next two pages. 

 

TASK 2 

 Highlight / make a note of examples of : 

 

- decision-making - B.O.Y.S technique    - Many Questions technique   - figurative and descriptive language      -good sentence starters        

- thoughts, feelings, moods, opinions           - vocabulary and phrases you like        - useful things to ‘magpie’       

 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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24th April 1916: 

So, we launched the James Caird this morning and all twenty-two of us stood there on the beach, waving madly till she and our shipmates were just a tiny 

ink spot on the horizon.  No-one said much for a while, yet we all knew each-other’s thoughts.  Would we ever see Shackleton and the others again?  That 

speck of a boat bobbing in the vast, seething ocean, piloted by six exhausted men at the mercy of the freezing cold—all day, all night—and the weather 

that can turn on you in an instant like a bad friend. 

Still, it’s my job to lead this group of men and make of this cove what we can.  (The Boss made that very clear to me when I told him that, really, I wanted 

to go with him to South Georgia.) 

Tonight we played cards and sang loudly to Hussey’s banjo strumming to keep up our spirits.  I have decided that tomorrow I will give every man a job to 

do, a responsibility.  We need to keep busy.  We have to survive.     
 

20th July 1916: 

Eighty-eight days have passed.  Much progress was made early on with The Snuggery.  Who’d have thought we could make a home at the bottom of the 

world  from two upturned lifeboats, bits of timber rigging and the rags of sails and tents?  We added some drainage (to take away the condensation), and 

a chimney to draw out the tobacco smoke and that awful smell of the blubber fuel in the stove.  Had to decide who would sleep where, which I knew 

would be a touchy subject for some, so we drew lots for the best bunks (which seemed the fairest way).   

 

I have said nothing to the men, but our storekeeper, Orde-Lees, tells me that even our biscuits (already rationed) are running out.  The penguins and the 

seals we relied on for meat no longer visit and, although Charlie Green does his best to cook up a tasty stew with seaweed and limpets, the signs of     

scurvy and exhaustion are plain to see.  (Green’s tried all sorts to vary our diet: boiled rope, grass, even penguin feathers.)  Petty arguments have become 

a daily issue for me to sort out.  We must stay united at all costs.  Blackborrow’s feet really not healing well after the amputation of his toes a month ago.      
 

Where is Shackleton?  Did they ever make it to South Georgia?  By my reckoning, they should have got there by the end of May, God willing.  We roll up 

our sleeping bags every day that the cove is free of pack ice and I tell the men “The Boss may come today”.   WE MUST NOT GIVE UP HOPE. 
 

30th August 1916: 

Never was there a day like this, a feeling like this!  After 137 days, a black smudge on the horizon and, within hours, our daily battle to fend off death and 

despair was over.  The Boss took command of the men and suddenly I was overwhelmed with emotion and exhaustion.  Soon, we will return to a world at 

war and I will need to do my duty to my country.  For the moment, though, food and sleep is all I can think about... 

Lesson 3    LO:  To plan a series of diary entries  Extracts from the Diary of Frank Wild 
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3rd May 1916:  

Sail 800 miles across one of the world’s most treacherous  stretches of ocean in a flimsy splinter of a boat like this one?  It’s a reckless idea, but, when the 

Boss asked for volunteers for the trip the other day, I knew in my heart I had to go.  It’s not that I’m not scared of dying (I’m actually terrified inside), but 

what else could I do?  We couldn’t all stay on Elephant Island and hope there’d be a passing ship that would spot us.  It could be years before a boat came 

by that godforsaken spot and we’d all be dead of scurvy or frostbite or starvation anyway.  The other thing is, I’ve got the navigation skills—(“Like a mole 

in the dark, our Frank. He can sniff out where North is in the pitch black!” is what my mam says.)   So, if I hadn’t come, the Boss and the others would be 

lost, and I’d do anything for Sir Ernest after all he’s done for us.   

Actually, so far, we ‘ve made good progress—about 60 miles / day, we reckon.  Sea’s been a bit rough in places and I’ve only managed a couple of read-

ings when the clouds have lifted their eyebrows enough to let the sun show her face, but, fingers crossed, we seem on course.  As always, it’s the perish-

ing cold that’s the hardest thing for all of us to bear.  Stiff and frozen to the core, we are six giant icicles.  Frostbite is starting to nip at our fingertips and 

faces, and we’ve given up using the metal cups since Vincent got one stuck to his lip yesterday.  Two soaking sleeping bags, so heavy with ice that they 

were weighing down our progress, were heaved overboard today.  Hope we don’t regret that...    

21st May 1916: 

How did we make it?  Was it a miracle? an act of the gods? a mighty stroke of luck?  That storm, its howling gales and towering waves tossing us around 

like a toy, filling our boat as fast as we bailed it out; then the sharp teeth of black rock trying to shred us as we hunted for a landing spot.  An agonising 

decision, we had to leave Vincent, McNish and MaCarthy under the beached lifeboat to recover from their exhaustion.  Me and the Boss and Crean 

dragged ourselves across the mountains, stopping briefly to heat up meals and snatch scraps of deep sleep.  For the rest of my days, I’ll remember the 

screaming whistle of the icy air as we hurtled through the darkness down that final precipice, clinging on to the rope (and each other) for dear life—life 

for us and for twenty-two others, hundreds of miles away, relying on our every move.  Six months of grime and grease and beard went down the plughole 

this morning.  In the mirror, a stranger looked back at me and here, in Stromness, the oily stench of whale meat fills our nostrils with every breath, and 

we don’t mind.  

30th August 1916: 

A joyous, joyous day and fourth time lucky for our rescue party!  Our entire crew alive and reunited at last on the Yelcho: twenty-eight bags of bones with 

racing hearts and grinning faces, shaking hands, shaking heads, slapping backs and three deafening cheers for the Boss.  Would I do it again?  Well now, 

there’s a question...       

Extracts from the Diary of Frank Worsley 



Lesson 3 

LO:  To plan a series of diary entries  
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TASK 3   

 Look at the biographies (life details) and photographs on pages 16—19. 

 Decide which crew member you are going to be. 

 Plan your diary entries. If your crew member stayed on Elephant Island, use the Plan on page 20. 

        If your crew member went with Shackleton to South Georgia, use the Plan on page 21.  

 You can choose any three points in the Elephant Island or St Georgia Journey stories for your three 

diary entries, or you can use the suggestions on the Plans. 



Wolsey and Crean were two of the five men who went with Shackleton to South Georgia to seek help. 

 

If you would like to find out more about any of these crew members, go to the link below and  click on the crew-member’s name .  

https://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/antarctic_whos_who_endurance.php 

Wild, Macklin and Green were three of the men left on        

Elephant Island.  Each, with their own particular knowledge 

and skills, played a key role in the survival of the                

group.  

Wednesday 3rd February 2021   Page 16 Lesson 3     LO: To plan a series of diary entries             Whose diary will you write? 



Life on Elephant Island  15th April 1-30 August 1916 

The men were trapped on the beach by the icy cliffs and mountains which 

could not be climbed. 

Some icicles were as long as 15 feet (4.5metres). 

Shackleton and 5 others set out to seek help 800 miles away. 

The rest of the crew wave goodbye to them. 

The 22 men left survived on Elephant Island for 4 and half months.  

A ship is sighted; the beacon is lit. In an hour, the men are off the island. 

A small boat takes the men to the Yelcho which waits in deeper waters. 

111 

The Yelcho 
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The men on Elephant Island turned the lifeboats into living quarters 

with an upper and a lower level.  They called it ‘The Snuggery’.    

Above: The outside of ‘The Snuggery’. 

Above: Inside ‘The Snuggery’.  It was not possible to stand up fully in-

side.   

Above: Sketch of the inside  of ‘The Snuggery’ where the 22 men lived .  It was 

very cramped, but gave them far more protection than tents could have done. 

A typical week’s menu on Elephant Island in the first months.  As the winter ice 

moved in, penguins and seals appeared rarely and the men had to survive on 

seaweed and limpets.  
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Shackleton and 5 others set off from Elephant Island to try 

to cross the ocean to South Georgia to get help. 

Lifeboat James Caird.  The small space below the deck was 

used for storage and shelter from the weather. 

The James Caird  is tossed in the stormy ocean. 

Arriving on S. Georgia after covering 800 miles in 17 days. 

Whaling Station at Stromness.  To reach it, the 3 men had 

to cross the mountains.  They did so: 40 miles in 36 hours. 

Shackleton’s fourth attempt to rescue the men on Elephant 

Island is successful.  The Yelcho waits in the distance. 

The Journey to South Georgia 
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Plan:  Three Diary Entries on Elephant Island 

My name:                                       Age:                                 My role on the expedition:                                        Interests/ hobbies:  

Special knowledge / experience / skills: 

My character  / personal strengths  and weaknesses: 

Diary Entry 1:   Elephant Island. James Caird leaves for South Georgia to seek help. Frank Wild takes charge. Setting up the shelter.  

Every man has a job. 

Diary Entry 2:   Daily life on the island.  Food running short, illnesses , arguments, etc.  Will you ever be rescued? 

Diary Entry 3:   The rescue .  Spotting the ship, lighting the flare, packing up. To South Georgia on the Yelcho.  Thoughts, feelings 

looking back. Hopes, plans for the future. 
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Plan:  Three Diary Entries on Journey to South Georgia 

My name:                                       Age:                                 My role on the expedition:                                        Interests/ hobbies:  

Special knowledge / experience / skills: 

My character  / personal strengths  and weaknesses: 

Diary Entry 1:   Land on Elephant Island. Decision to seek help from South Georgia 800 miles away in James Caird,. You are chosen.   

         

 

 

Diary Entry 2:  Desperate cold / fatigue and hunger.  Waves, gales, bailing water out.  Rocks make landing difficult.  Land on South 

Georgia.  Leave 3 exhausted crew on beach for later rescue.   

Diary Entry 3:   The rescue .  You and two others march 40 miles in 36 hours across the ice and mountains to whaling station.       

Rescue from Elephant Island.   Thoughts and feeelings looking back. Hopes, plans for the future. 
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TASKS 

 Finish planning your diary entries.  

 Write your three diary entries. 

 Remember to include:- 

 Your thoughts and feelings, tracking your changing mood through the events.  

 Write about the choices you are faced with and use the B.O.Y.S. and ‘Many Questions’ techniques (from Lesson 1 this week). 

 Use brackets to add more information. 

 Remember to choose words with thought and care. 

 Make your sentences interesting with subordinate, relative and embedded clauses and strong starters.  All these aspects of 

 writing we have practised so use them now.  

 Link your sentences using some time connectives.   

 Don’t forget our old favourite—figurative language—which we practised earlier this week (in Lesson 2). 

 CAPITAL letters for  the names of people, places, ships, boats, etc.  - please don’t forget this. 

 Use 1st person (I, me, my, etc).  
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Lesson 4 

LO:  To write a series of diary entries using a range of writing techniques  



_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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TASKS 

 Finish writing your three diary entries. 

 Edit your diary entries to make sure they are the best they can be. 

Checklist (tick off each one after you have checked it in your work):- 

□ Does each sentence make sense? 

□ Is each sentence correctly punctuated with a capital letter and a full stop? 

□ Have you used conjunctions to join sentences together (to give your writing more ‘flow’)? 

□ Have you used a good range of sentences starters?  Have you punctuated them with a comma, where necessary? 

□ Do ALL the proper nouns (eg names of people, places, ships, boats, etc) have capital letters? 

□ Have you used brackets for parenthesis?  (If not, add them now.) 

□ Have you used B.O.Y.S. (from Lesson 1 this week)?  If not, add at least one. 

□ Have you used  the ‘Many Questions’ technique (Lesson 1 this week)?  If not, add one now. 

□ Have you used figurative language—simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration, rhetorical question, etc?  Add some in now. 

□ Have you tracked your thoughts, feelings and moods throughout?  If not, add it now. 

□ Have you used well-chosen and interesting vocabulary?  Do not be satisfied with ‘sad’, ‘happy’, ‘big’, ‘small’.  We have done a lot 

 of work on careful word choice so, think about it and, if you need to, use a thesaurus (online or paper copy) to find more              

 interesting alternatives (‘synonyms’).  This can lift your writing out of the ordinary into the extra-ordinary!!! 
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Lesson 5 

LO:  To edit a series of diary entries using a range of writing techniques  



_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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