
Week 1 English tasks – 11.1.2021 

Over the next few weeks, we will be listening to and exploring the story ‘The Tin Forest’ by Helen 

Ward and Wayne Anderson. Inspired by this beautiful story, we will be writing for a variety of 

purposes, including descriptive writing, letter writing and story writing.  

I have attached a pdf which contains photographs of the book pages. I have also included some links 

to the story being read aloud. 

 

Please watch: 

• This link shows Mrs Pocock reading the book at home and asking some questions about the 

story: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgqbH7eCX3w&feature=youtu.be  

 

• This link shows the book pages clearly and the story being read from start to finish without stopping. 

https://youtu.be/_j_XPFxy5js  

 

• *Parents* This is a link to a short, animated film of the story, it may help your child to visualise the story. Please 

watch and approve this film first if you know that your child is particularly sensitive to watching ‘u’ rated 

films. https://vimeo.com/36088583  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgqbH7eCX3w&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/_j_XPFxy5js
https://vimeo.com/36088583


The Tin Forest- Text only 

There was once a place in the middle of nowhere filled with all the things that no one wanted.  Right in the middle was a 

small house, with small windows, that looked out onto huge piles of other people’s rubbish.  

In the house lived an old man.  Every day he tried to tidy the rubbish and every night the old man dreamed.  He dreamed he 

lived in a jungle full of wild animals.  There were colourful birds, tropical trees, exotic flowers, toucans, tree frogs and 

tigers.  But when he awoke, his world outside was still the same.  

One day the old man decided to make something of all this rubbish.  He started to build a forest out of tin.  Feeding on the 

rubbish, it grew leaves and branches.  It grew bigger and bigger.  He was making a forest out of rubbish.  A forest made of 

tin.  It was not the forest of his dreams, but it was a forest just the same. 

Then one day the wind swept in a small bird.  The old man spilled crumbs from his sandwiches onto the ground.  The bird ate 

the crumbs and perched to sing in the branches of a tin tree.  But the next morning the visitor was gone.  All day the old 

man walked through the silence and thought about a tin forest that was full of life. 

That night, by moonlight, he made a wish…  

In the morning the old man woke to the sound of birdsong.  The visitor has returned and, with him, his mate.  The birds 

dropped seeds from their beaks.  Soon, green shoots broke through the earth and plants started to grow!  Time passed.  

The song of birds mingled with the buzzing of insects and the rustle of leaves.  Small creatures appeared, creeping amongst 

the jungle of trees.  Wild animals slipped through the green shadows.  

There was once a place, near nowhere and close to forgotten, that was filled with all the beautiful things that everyone 

wanted.  

And in the middle was a small house and an old man who had toucans, tree frogs and tigers in his garden.  

 



 

Monday 11th January:  

Listen to the story ‘The Tin Forest’ using the links above. Look at the pictures below. The first picture shows where the 

old man lived at the start of the story. The second picture shows the forest at the end of the story. Divide a page into two 

and fill one side with adjectives (WOW words) for the first picture and one side with adjectives to describe the second 

picture.  

Challenge! Think of at least ten adjectives to describe each setting. 

*TOP TIP* Imagine that you have been dropped into the picture. What can you see? Feel? Hear? Smell? How do you feel? 

 

 

LO- To make a word bank. 

 I can use adjectives (Wow words) 

 



Tuesday 12th January 

 

 

Yesterday we created our own word banks to describe two settings in the story. Today you are going to choose your 

favourite setting and describe it using fully punctuated sentences. Use your word banks to help you with your description.  

I have included an example to help you: 

Example 1: The beautiful, leafy green forest buzzed with the sound of insects.  

Example 2: In the dark, gloomy junkyard there was a tiny house. 

 

Year 1- I can write three sentences using adjectives, capital letters (A) and full stops (.) 

Year 2- I can write a detailed description of a setting using capital letters (A), full stops (.) and adjectives.   

Challenges: I can use a noun phrase (The rusty, grey house) 

                  (Year 2) I can use a simile, (It was as dark as night) 

 

 

There is some lined paper below if you do not have lined paper at home.            

 

LO- To describe a setting 

- I can use A and . 

- I can write on the line.  

- I can use adjectives. 
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LO- To describe a setting 

- I can use A and . 

- I can write on the line.  

- I can use adjectives. 

 

 

 



Wednesday 13th January  LO- To make a word bank to describe the old man. 

Listen to the story again. Who is the main character in the story? The old man! What do we know about him? Is he  

lonely? Remember that the old man wanted to make the forest a better place. What does that tell us about him?  

Surround the picture of the old man with words that describe him. I have done one for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wise 



 

Thursday 

Short Burst Write! 

LO- To write a character description. 

Use your word banks from yesterday’s lesson to write a character description of the old man, 

Try to include the following in your Short Burst Write: 

Year 1 Year 2 

➢ Capital letters for names, 

places and at the start of new 

sentences.  

➢ Full stops at the end of a 

sentence. 

➢ WOW words. 

Adjectives. 

➢ Coordinating conjunction ‘and’ 

to connect two ideas together. 

➢ Correct use of punctuation- 

capital letters, full stops,  

➢ WOW words. 

Adjectives.  

➢ Coordinating conjunctions such 

as, and, but, so. 

➢ Subordinating conjunctions 

such as, if, because, as.  
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LO- To describe a character  

- I can use A and . 

- I can write on the line.  

- I can use adjectives. 

- I can re-read my work to 

check that it makes sense.  

  

 

 



Friday 15th January 

LO- To use a question mark.  

 

 

If you met the old man in real life, what questions might you ask him? Create a list of questions below that you 

would like to ask him. For example, What is your real name? Do you ever get lonely? How many questions can you think of? 

Remember, don’t forget to use a capital letter and to finish your question with a question mark. 

 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

Extension- Sentence sorting 

 Punctuate these sentences using a ? or a . 
 



  


