
Week 4 English tasks – 25.1.2021 

Mrs Pocock reading the story:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-cV9l5U3yg&feature=youtu.be  

The book pages and story reading: https://youtu.be/_j_XPFxy5js  

An animated film of the story: https://vimeo.com/36088583  

 

 

Dear Bowldown class,  

 

This is our last week looking at the story of ‘The Tin Forest.’ Last week, I was 

extremely impressed with the effort that many of you put into your letter 

writing and diary entries. As a reward for your hard work, this week we will be 

doing some fun activities to finish off our experience of ‘The Tin Forest.’  

At the end of the week, you will have an opportunity to write your own stories.   

As I have completely lost my voice, I have been unable to record videos for you 

this week, however, I have included some video links of different teachers and 

authors to help you instead.  

Keep up the good work everyone! I look forward to hearing from you soon! 

 

Kind regards,  

 

Mrs Pocock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-cV9l5U3yg&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/_j_XPFxy5js
https://vimeo.com/36088583


Monday 25th January 

LO- I can retell the story. 

• I can sequence the pictures. 

• I can make a story map.  

• I can (verbally) retell the story. 

Making a story map!  

Firstly, Please watch this video explaining how to make a story map:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOnPTZzIeLs  

Then, cut out the pictures below, and place them in the correct order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOnPTZzIeLs


 

 

Then, create your own story map, like the one shown below:  

 

Add adjectives to your story map, to describe the pictures you have drawn. 

Finally, use your story map to retell the story. Can you retell the whole story, 

from start to finish, without looking at the book? 

 (verbal retelling only). 

 

Watch Michael Rosen’s tips on how to retell a story here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvV23xoZRkI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvV23xoZRkI


 

Tuesday 26th January  

‘Short Burst Write’ 

LO- To re-write the story of the Tin Forest. 

- I can use adjectives. 

- I can use story language. 

- I can use A and .  

 

TASK: 

Use your story maps to rewrite the story of the ‘Tin Forest’ in your own words. 

Why not make your own ‘mini’ book out of lined paper? You could re- design the 

front page of the book and have your own illustrations on each page next to your 

writing.  

When we return to school, we will be creating a ‘Tin forest’ display. If you 

complete your book, we could display it here. 

 

Please see Mini book template document, for a guide on how to make a mini 

book.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of mini books 



 

Wednesday 27th January  

LO- To plan a story (A wishing Tale). 

- I can choose a character. 

- I can choose a setting. 

- I can choose a wish. 

 

TASK: 

Complete the story planning sheet on the next page. I have included an example 

of how I have completed my planning sheet below: 

 



My Main character  

How old are they? 6, 7 or 8? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Main Character 

What makes them unique 

(different)? eg.  Do they have a scar? 

A walking stick? An eye patch? Pink 

hair?  

My Main Character 

What are they wearing? 

Draw a picture. 

My Main character 

Where do they live? 

Draw a picture of their house. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A magical item that they wish upon. 

e.g. a moon, a crystal or a shell 

Draw a picture 

Where do they wish to travel to?  

A forest, beach, castle or theme 

park? Draw a picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday continued….                         Story Planning Sheet 



Thursday 28th January 

LO- To plan a story 

- I can sequence my story.  

- I can add adjectives.  

- I can retell my story using story language (verbally). 

 

 

 

TASK: 

Today you are going to be ‘boxing’ up your story. This means that you are going 

to be drawing out your story in order. This will help to guide you when you write 

your story tomorrow.  

 

You will need: 

- Your story plan from yesterday, 

 

- A boxing up grid (on the next page). 

 

On the grid you will find that I have written what you need to draw in each box. 

When you have finished your drawings, you should add adjectives to the 

pictures to describe what you have drawn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TASK: Boxing up your story.    Thursday’s Task 

Describe and draw where your 

character lives (Their home) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe and draw your main 

character  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where does your character wish they 

could travel to? Describe this and 

draw a picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

You character makes a wish using 

their magical item. Draw and describe 

the magical item and write the wish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your characters wish is granted- they 

go to the place they wished to be.  

 Draw the ending of the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday 29th January 

LO- To write a story. 

- I can use my story plan.  

- I can use adjectives.  

- I can use A and .  

 

I have used the ‘Tin Forest’ to help me with my writing, please read my story 

example below ( parents should read the story to their children if needed): 

There was once a busy, bustling town. Full of litter and smoky fumes from the 

back of people’s cars. In that town there was a tiny old house. In the dark attic 

of the old house, lived a shy little girl. She had curly red hair and bright green 

glasses. She longed to be somewhere different. At night she dreamed that she 

was in a tropical rainforest.  

One day she was walking through the busy, crowded town when something 

caught her eye. It was a feather. The feather was bright red with fluorescent 

blue stripes. The little girl wondered where the feather had come from, and 

who it had belonged to. She sat and held the beautiful feather in her hands. As 

she looked at it, she made a wish. She wished that she could live in a tropical 

rainforest full of beautiful parrots and exotic butterflies. She took the feather 

home in the tiny pocket of her blue dress. 

The next day the little girl awoke to a tap, tap, tapping at the window. I wonder 

what that could be? The little girl yawned and stretched out her thin arms. Her 

eyes slowly opened to a bright light. There in the window was the most 

incredible Macaw parrot. The little girl stumbled over to the window latch and 

opened it. The parrot flew in and pecked at the feather in her pocket. He took 

it in his beak and flew out of the open window. She raced after the parrot and 

looked out of the window. She could not believe her eyes! Outside, she saw 

exotic butterflies, colourful toucans and cheeky monkeys, swinging amongst the 

rainforest trees.  

There was once a little girl who lived in a dark attic, in an old house, in the 

middle of a tropical rainforest. She was surrounded by beautiful parrots, exotic 

butterflies, and cheeky monkeys.   

-  



- Do you like my story? Is there anything that was similar about my story 

and The Tin Forest? What was the same and what was different? 

-  Have I used any adjectives in my story?  

 

Your Task: 

Today you will be using your boxed up story plan to write your story. Your story 

will need a beginning, a middle and an end. If you follow your story plan, you 

cannot go wrong!  

 What are we looking for today: 

Year 1 Year 2 

➢ Capital letters for names, 

places and at the start of new 

sentences.  

➢ Full stops at the end of a 

sentence. 

➢ WOW words. 

Adjectives. 

➢ Coordinating conjunction ‘and’ 

to connect two ideas together. 

➢ Correct use of punctuation- 

capital letters, full stops,  

➢ ? ! 

➢ I can use commas for listing. 

➢ WOW words. 

Adjectives.  

➢ Use noun phrases  

 

An extra incentive: 

Tetbury good shed are running a young people’s writing competition about a 

perfect day: 

https://shed-arts.co.uk/perfect-day/  

If you complete your stories and would like to enter them into the competition, 

the prize is £30 to spend in the yellow lighted book shop.  

Your story does not need to be as long as my story.  I know that you will have 

your own fantastic ideas. 

Remember it does not have to be perfect, you just need to have a go, you will be 

surprised at what you can do! 

 

 

https://shed-arts.co.uk/perfect-day/


Extension: When we return to school, we will be creating a ‘Tin forest’ display. 

You could create your own ‘small world’ tin forest using tin foil and carboard, or 

some ‘Tin forest’ artwork to go on our display board,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


