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The Lady with the Lamp

It was war time in Turkey in 1854. We were fighting for 
peace against the Russians.

After fighting for a few days I was hurt. The soldiers around 
me carried me to safety. I was taken to a hospital. It was 
full of wounded soldiers like me. There were lots of hurt men 
in rows of beds along the room.

When all the men in the hospital were asleep, I heard a 
noise. It sounded like footsteps. Then, in the darkness, I 
could see a light that was getting brighter and brighter. 

It was a lady. A lady with a lamp. She walked up to me and 
asked me how I was feeling. She was a pretty lady with a 
kind heart. She wore a long dress in a dark colour and a 
white cap covering her hair. She fed me some bread and 
brought me some water to drink. She asked me what had 
happened and tried to make me feel a little better. 

There were no beds left and 
everything was dirty. The room 
smelled stale and I saw a rat 
scurry along the floor and under 
the beds. All I could hear was the 
sounds of screaming men who 
were in a lot of pain. 

I had to sleep on the floor that 
night but I was safe from the 
fighting. 
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I was in the hospital for three more weeks. Over that time 
the hospital got better. More beds were made so I did not 
have to sleep on the floor any more. Workmen came in and 
cleaned the rooms. I did not see any more rats. The food got 
better and better, now we could eat more than just mouldy
bread. 

Every night the lady with the lamp would ensure I was ok. 
She asked if I had enough to eat and drink, to help me to go 
to the toilet or to just talk with me to stop me getting 
lonely. Nobody knew what the lady’s name was, we just 
called her ‘the Lady with the Lamp’.

Every night, the lady with the 
lamp would come into the large 
room and check on each of the 
men. Occasionally, she would sit 
and talk to some of the soldiers 
Sometimes, she would even write 
letters to their families for them. 

After three weeks, I was ready to 
travel back to England. On the last 
night, I thanked the lady with the 
lamp. I thanked her for helping me 
to heal. I asked her name before I 
left. Her name was Florence 
Nightingale and she was from 
England. 

I am sure that the lady with the 
lamp helped lots of other men after I 
left. What a remarkable lady!
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The Lady with the Lamp – Follow-Up Work

What was the name of the lady with the lamp?  (C2)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think there was only men in the hospital?  (P3/1d)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did the author think about Florence Nightingale?  (P3/1d)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Is this a fiction or non-fiction text?  (T2/1b)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Is it helpful to have pictures in the story? Why do you think the 

author added pictures?  (T2/1b)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

What happened in the story?  (S2)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Did you learn anything from reading the story?  (C2)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who do you think is telling the story?  (P3/1d)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Did you find any part of the story shocking? Why?  (C5/1c)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why is the story called “The Lady with the Lamp?”  (S1)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Can you think of another title for the story?  (S1)

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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The Lady with the Lamp – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of the words.

peace  ______________________________________________________________________________

Russians  __________________________________________________________________________

wounded  __________________________________________________________________________

stale  _______________________________________________________________________________

scurry  _____________________________________________________________________________

mouldy  ____________________________________________________________________________

occasionally  _____________________________________________________________________

ensure  ___________________________________________________

lonely  _____________________________________________________________________________

heal  _______________________________________________________________________________

remarkable  _______________________________________________________________________
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The Lady with the Lamp – Vocab 2

Find the words in the word search. 
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peace        Russians        wounded        mouldy

lonely        heal        remarkable

l o n e l y s p b a t y

a t f l w x q u h e a l

g h u f o l l w e a s a

y k j r u s s i a n s c

p o k m n c b f e e s f

o d e w d b n h i u l m

s s t u e m r e s f c o

m q d s d b u g f r d u

s r e m a r k a b l e l

l j i f g t s d e h c d

p e a c e i d s g s a y

a w c f g s s t u h n j
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The Lady with the Lamp – SPAG

Why do the underlined words start with a capital letter?

Florence Nightingale was an English nurse working in Turkey.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Write one word on each line to complete the sentence in the past 

tense.

I  ______________________ on the floor because there we no beds left.

Florence  ____________________ letters to the soldier’s family.

On the last night I  ____________________ the lady with the lamp for all 

her help.

Match the missing punctuation in the sentences below.

It was war time in Turkey in 1854 ?

Where was the lady with the lamp !

What a remarkable lady .
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The Lady with the Lamp – Oral Teacher Questions

What was the name of the lady with the lamp?  (C2)  Florence Nightingale 

Why do you think there was only men in the hospital?  (P3/1d)  It was a 
long time ago when only men fought in wars.

What did the author think about Florence Nightingale?  (P3/1d)  Kind and 
helpful. ‘She was a remarkable lady’.

Is this a fiction or non-fiction text?  (T2/1b)  Fiction (discuss with children 
that  Florence was a real person who did help soldiers in the war, but the 
soldier who is telling the story is not real).

Is it helpful to have pictures in the story? Why do you think the author 
added pictures?  (T2/1b)  Yes to help you imagine what is happening.

What happened in the story?  (S2)  The man was nursed back to health by 
Florence. 

Did you learn anything from reading the story?  (C3)  Personal response.

Who do you think is telling the story?  (P3/1d)  A soldier.

Did you find any part of the story shocking? Why?  (C5/1c)  Personal 
response. Children to reference the text.

Why is the story called “The Lady with the Lamp?”  (S1)  Florence always 
carried a lamp when visiting the men at night. 

Can you think of another title for the story?  (S1)  Personal Response
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The Lady with the Lamp – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of the words. 

peace – freedom from war 

Russians – people that are from or live in Russia

wounded – to be badly hurt

stale – old, not fresh

scurry – run quickly with small steps

mouldy – covered in fungus, not safe to eat 

occasionally – once in a while

ensure – make sure

lonely – sad because they are alone

heal – to get better

remarkable – amazing
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Find the words in the word search. 
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l o n e l y s p b a t y

a t f l w x q u h e a l

g h u f o l l w e a s a

y k j r u s s i a n s c

p o k m n c b f e e s f

o d e w d b n h i u l m

s s t u e m r e s f c o

m q d s d b u g f r d u

s r e m a r k a b l e l

l j i f g t s d e h c d

p e a c e i d s g s a y

a w c f g s s t u h n j

peace        Russians        wounded        mouldy

lonely        heal        remarkable
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Why do the underlined words start with a capital letter?

Florence Nightingale was an English nurse working in Turkey.

They are proper nouns; names of people and places.

Write one word on each line to complete the sentence in the past 

tense.

I slept on the floor because there we no beds left.

Florence wrote letters to the soldier’s family.

On the last night I thanked the lady with the lamp for all her help.

Match the missing punctuation in the sentences below.

It was war time in Turkey in 1854 ?

Where was the lady with the lamp !

What a remarkable lady .
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Classroom Secrets Codes for New Curriculum Reading Expectations

Comprehension
Year 1/2 C1/1a Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to known vocabulary

C2 Answer simple, information retrieval questions about texts*
C3 Drawing on what they already know from background information and 

vocabulary provided by the teacher
C4 Discussing and expressing views about a wide range of texts
C5/1c Discussing the sequence of events in texts and how items of information are 

related
Year 3/4 C1 Explaining the meaning of words in context

C4 Discussing and expressing views about a wide range of texts
C6 Retrieve and record information from fiction and non-fiction
C7 Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

Year 5/6 C1/2a Exploring the meaning of words in context
C4 Discussing and expressing views about a wide range of texts
C6/2b Retrieve, record and present information from fiction and non-fiction
C7 Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
C8/2h Making comparisons within and across texts
C9 Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion

Predictions and Making Inferences
Year 1/2 P1 Link the text to their own experiences

P2/1e Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far
P3/1d Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done
P4 Answering and asking questions

Year 3/4 P2/2e Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
P4 Asking questions to improve their understanding
P5 Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 

from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
Year 5/6 P2/2e Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

P4 Asking questions to improve their understanding
P5/2d Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 

from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence

Language for Effect
Year 1/2 L1 Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases

L2 Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart with 
appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear

Year 3/4 L3 Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words they have read
L4 Preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action
Year 5/6 L2 Learning a wider range of poetry by heart

L4 Preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action so that the meaning 
is clear to an audience

L5/2g Discuss and evaluate the authors’ use of language, including figurative language, 
including the impact on the reader and how meaning is enhanced through the 
author’s choice of words and phrases

L6/2f Identify and explain how content is related and contributes to meaning as a 
whole 

*not currently a curriculum objective 
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Summarising
Year 1/2 S1 Discussing the significance of the title and events
Year 3/4 S2 Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising

these
Year 5/6 S2/2c Summarising from more than one paragraph, identifying key details which support 

the main ideas

Themes and Conventions 
Year 1/2 T1/1b Becoming very familiar with non-fiction and fiction, such as key stories, fairy 

stories and traditional tales, and retelling them
T2/1b Considering the particular characteristics of the above texts

Year 3/4 T3 Reading texts that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes

T4 Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of texts
T5 Recognising some different forms of poetry 

Year 5/6 T2 Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends 
and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and texts 
from other cultures and traditions

T4 Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of 
writing

Reading for Pleasure
Year 1/2 R1 Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts

R2 Participate in discussion about texts, poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say

R3 Discussing their favourite words and phrases
Year 3/4 R1 Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts

R2 Participate in discussion about both texts that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 

R3 Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
Year 5/6 R2 Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can 

read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views 
courteously

R3 Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
R4 Recommending texts that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their 

choices
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