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English      Monday 1st March 

LO: to write explanation text 

Context: How do we hear? 

- identify features of an introduction 

- evaluate the quality of introductions 

- write an introduction 

Using our learning from last week, this week we will be writing an explanation text about ‘How do 
your ears work?’ or ‘How do we hear?’  

1. Find your learning from last week– particularly your ordered pictures and notes (which you 
used for your filmed explanation). 

2. If you need to, watch the film again to remind you of the process using the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMXoHKwWmU8 

3. Today, we are going to think about the introduction paragraph for an explanation text. 
Read the three different introductions below.   

4.  a) Which is the best introduction? Why?   

 b) Which is the worst introduction? Why? 

 c) Highlight in each explanation any words, phrases or ideas which you think are  
 good. 

Find time today to listen to  

Varjak chapter 19 

You have received a link for 
this. 

Have you ever wondered how your ears work and what goes on inside 
them so you know what is happening all around you? This explanation text 
will guide you through the intriguing, fascinating process of hearing. Did 
you know that the ear contains the smallest bone in the body? Read on 
to find out how the movement of air and vibrations allows you to enjoy a 
film or a favourite piece of music without you even thinking about it. 

This text will tell you about how your super ears work. This process is re-
ally awesome. Read on to find out more about this cool part of the body. 

Every day you hear thousands of sounds without even thinking about it. 
You never stop hearing even when you’re asleep. Have you ever wondered 
how your ears work and what is really hidden in the depths of your ear 
hole? Keep reading to reveal the mysteries of hearing. In this exciting 
explanation, we will follow vibrations and travel deep down inside the ear 
to discover how this intriguing, fascinating process works. Keep reading 
to learn about the wonders of the ear. 

I bet you want to know how your ears work and how you hear stuff? This 
explanation text will tell you about this great thing. Did you know that 
hearing is really cool. There are lots of things about your ear which are 
interesting. Read on to find out about how awesome your ears are. Read-
ing this will be really fantastic and you will learn lots. It will be really, 
really fun! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMXoHKwWmU8
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English      Monday 1st March 

Hopefully, you spotted that a good introduction  

-tells you general information about what will be contained in the main explanation 

-hooks the reader in (encourages them to read on) 

 

It should contain these success criteria to do that: 

-contains an interesting fact 

-uses exciting adjectives e.g. intriguing, fascinating  

-uses technical words e.g. process, vibrations  

-tells you to read on or keep reading 

-uses a question 

-uses formal language– written like a scientific report or a letter to the head teacher. 

5. Use the grid below to tick which features each of the introductions (you read on the page before) 
has 

  A B C D 

contains an interesting fact     

uses exciting adjectives     

uses technical words      

tells you to read on or keep reading     

uses a question     

uses formal language     

If you are feeling a bit stuck with these activities, you could watch the Oak Academy lesson
(start at 11.02 minutes in the video and watch until 5.07) 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-the-introduction-to-an-explanation-
text-cct68r?activity=video&step=1 

 

6. It’s your turn now. You need to write a title and introduction for your explanation text. 
Make sure you check it against the success criteria above,  edit and improve it. 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-the-introduction-to-an-explanation-text-cct68r?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-the-introduction-to-an-explanation-text-cct68r?activity=video&step=1
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English  Tuesday 2nd March 

LO: to write explanation text 

Context: How do we hear? 

- improve sentences 

- plan an explanation 

- improve and edit writing 

Today, we are going to look at how to use our plans from last week to plan our explanation 
text and starting to write it 

Last week, you completed the planning sheets for the whole process (you used the pictures 
last week, see below). You added adverbial starters and technical words to your plan before 
you filmed your explanation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Read my model explanation text on the next page. 
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How do you hear? 

Every day you hear thousands of sounds without even thinking about it. You never stop 
hearing even when you’re asleep. Have you ever wondered how your ears work and what 
is really hidden in the depths of your ear hole? Keep reading to reveal the mysteries 
of hearing. In this exciting explanation, we will follow vibrations and travel deep down 
inside the ear to discover how this intriguing, fascinating process works. Keep reading 
to learn about the wonders of the ear. 

It all starts when an object vibrates (this could be a drum being hit or the speakers in 
a television). This makes the air around it vibrate creating sound waves. Quickly, these 
vibrations travel through the air until they reach the outer ear (pinna). The pinna is a 
special shape which helps it to funnel the vibrations into the ear canal which is also 
part of the outer ear. Inside the ear canal, there is ear wax which protects the ear 
from infections as well as keeping the ear clean.  

After travelling through the ear canal, the sound waves finally reach the middle ear 
and the ear drum. Immediately, the ear drum starts to vibrate which causes the tiny 
bones located behind it (in the inner ear) to also move. There are three bones, which 
are the smallest bones in the human body, and these are called the hammer, anvil and 
stirrup. Together these bones are called the ossicles. 

It is now time to enter the inner ear. Inside the inner ear, there is a small curled 
tube full of fluid called the cochlea which is lined with small hairs. The vibrating ossi-
cles cause the stirrup bone to hit against the cochlea. Consequently, the fluid inside it 
starts to move in waves. As a result of this, the hairs inside also start to move. When 
the hairs move, they create nerve signals which immediately travel to the brain. Once 
in the brain, the signals are interpreted as sound and the brain understands what you 
have heard. This is the last stage in the fascinating process.  

This incredible and clever process is involved in identifying every sound that you hear. 
Now you know the mysteries of what happens inside your ear.             

ossicles 
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English  Tuesday 2nd March 

2. Use this check list to identify the different features in the model text on the page before. 
Use a different colour to highlight or colour each one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Check and edit your introduction that you wrote yesterday. 

4. Your task today is to start to write your explanation text using your plan. You may want to 
write a draft version first and produce a published final version. Your aim should be to write the 
first part up to the eardrum part. We will continue this tomorrow and on Thursday. By the end 
of Thursday’s lesson, you need to have a final, finished/published version of your explanation 
text. It will be marked against the success criteria in the table above.  

  Colour 

has a clear title  
has an introduction paragraph  
uses different adverbial starters   
uses technical words  
uses present tense   
adds extra details to interest the listener      
uses paragraphs to split up the parts of the pro-
cess   

 

has an ending/ conclusion   

Adverbial starters 
 
When? 
Afterwards, 

After that, 

First, 

Next, 

Later, 

Soon, 

Finally, 

Lastly, 

 

Why? 

As a result, 

Consequently, 

Because of the ……,     

 

 

How? 

Immediately, 

Rapidly, 

Quickly, 

 

Where? 

Inside the….., 

Further into the …., 

Outside the …., 

Behind…, 

 

Adding extra information? 

In addition, 

Additionally, 

Furthermore, 

Technical words 

vibrates 

travels 

located 

fluid 
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LO: to write explanation text 

Context: How do we hear? 

- improve sentences 

- write an explanation 

-improve and edit writing 

 

Yesterday, you wrote the first part of your explanation text. Before we continue today, let’s look at 
how to expand and improve our sentences. 

 

 

 

 

1. How could we improve the four sentences in the boxes above?  

A) First, we can improve how they start. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B) Then we can add extra detail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C) Also, we can add conjunctions to create sentences containing  

more than one idea 

English  Wednesday 3rd March Find time today to listen to  

Varjak chapter 20 

You have received a link for 
this. 

Hairs in the cochlea 

vibrate. 

Nerve signals are sent 

to the brain. 

The ear bones vibrate. The fluid in the cochlea    

moves in waves. 

The ear bones vibrate. 

Immediately, the ear 

bones vibrate. 

Because the ear drum vibrates, this 

causes the ear bones to vibrate. 

Inside the inner ear, 

the ear bones vibrate. 

Immediately, the tiny 

ear bones vibrate. 

Because the ear drum vibrates, this 

causes the tiny ear bones located in-

side the inner ear to vibrate. Inside the inner ear, the 

three ear bones (which 

are called the hammer, 

stirrup and anvil) vibrate. 

Immediately, the tiny ear bones 

vibrate as they are touching the 

ear drum. 

Because the ear drum vibrates, this 

causes the tiny ear bones located in-

side the inner ear to vibrate and when 

this happens this affects the cochlea. 

Inside the inner ear, the three 

ear bones (which are called 

the hammer, stirrup and anvil) 

vibrate because they are 

touching each other and the 

ear drum. 

Co-ordinating conjunctions  

These do not start sentences 
but join two sentences (that 
could be on their own) togeth-
er 

and, but, so, or, yet 

Subordinating conjunctions 

These can start sentences 
but there will need to be a 
comma or they can be used to 
join two sentences (that could 
be on their own) together 

when, once, if, because, as 
well as,  before, after, until, 
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2. Improve the 3 sentences below using the techniques on the page before. 

Hairs in the cochlea 

vibrate. 

Nerve signals are sent 

to the brain. 

The fluid in the cochlea    

moves in waves. 

3. Your task today is to continue to write your explanation text which you started yester-
day, using your plan. Your aim should be to complete the writing. We will continue this to-
morrow. By the end of tomorrow’s lesson, you need to have a final, finished/published ver-
sion of your explanation text.  
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English     Thursday 4th March 

LO: to write explanation text 

Context: How do we hear? 

-finish writing 

-final improvements and edits 

 
Today, you are going to finish writing your explanation of the ear. By the end of today’s 
lesson you need to have produced a finished and checked version of your explanation. This 
needs to be emailed in for marking. 
 
1. Finish writing your explanation text. 
 
2. Read it through out loud and check it carefully for any errors using the table below to 
help you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Check it against the success criteria for explanation texts in the table below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Email your finished explanation for marking. 

Find time today to listen to  

Varjak chapter 21 

You have received a link for 
this. 

   

has a clear title  
has an introduction paragraph  
uses different adverbial starters   
uses technical words  
uses present tense   
adds extra details to interest the listener      
uses paragraphs to split up the parts of the pro-
cess   

 

has an ending/ conclusion   

 Every time we write  

all makes sense  
capital letters correct  
full stops correct   
commas for lists correct  
question marks correct   
exclamation marks correct   
handwriting neat  
commas used after adverbial starters   
spelling of technical words correct  
spelling of common words correct  
 

Higher challenge 

 

commas used when a sentence starts with a sub-
ordinating conjunction 
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English      Friday 5th March 

Today, we are revising the spelling of words with Greek origins which you learnt in our 
‘Reading and SPAG’ lesson on Monday and having our spelling test. Do the Oak Academy 
online lesson:  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of
-suffixes-tion-cian-sion-ssion-including-test-64vk2e?activity=video&step=1 

 

This link includes a test on the words that the Oak Academy set in their Lesson on Mon-
day (in Reading/SPAG).  
 
You can also test yourself on the word lists below: 
 

Challenge 1– Oak Academy word list 

invention, station, division, extension, hesitation, 
tension, discussion, permission, musician, electri-
cian 
 

Challenge 2- extra words to learn 

possession, action, magician, mathematician, fic-
tion, multiplication, subtraction, addition, deten-
tion, section, hibernation, celebration, pollution, 
direction, invitation, division, invasion, explosion, 
television, decision, collision, explosion, confusion, 
revision, comprehension, tension, expression, pro-
gression, expansion 
 
There are also two spelling activity sheets on the next pages. 
 

 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-suffixes-tion-cian-sion-ssion-including-test-64vk2e?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-suffixes-tion-cian-sion-ssion-including-test-64vk2e?activity=video&step=1
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1. Fill in the missing words 

Suffixes: -cian, -sion, -tion, -ssion 

 
 
All these words have a ‘shun’ sound at the end. Can you choose the correct suffix and put 
these words in the correct columns? Can you think of any of your own ‘shun’ words?  

Magi____  Mathemati____  Comprehen____ Inven___ 

Comple____ Musi___    Exten____  Permi____ 

Injec___  Admi____    Ac___   Expre____ 

Discu____ 

-cian -sion -tion -ssion 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

2. Complete the table using the words at the bottom of the page. 
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3. Select the correct spelling for each sentence. 
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4. Extra challenges 

A) Mark and correct this spelling test 

 

 

From Twinkl 

B) Copy this passage out, filling in the missing letters as you do so. 

To his delight, Henry was now in posse_____ of the old house, after buying 
it at auc_____. He had made a deci____ to rebuild parts of it. He had 
been in oppos_____ to the plans to demolish it. There had been an ex-
plo____ nearby but it had not damaged it too badly. After a promo______ 
at work, he had had enough money to buy it. An electri_____had given an 
explana_____ to him about the new wiring needed and there would be an 
examina______ of the boiler next week. The house was not far off com-
ple______ although there had been confus_____ about the paint colours 
for each room. 
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1.   2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

4. b) Copy this passage out, filling in the missing letters as you do so. 

To his delight, Henry was now in possession of the old house, after buying it at 
auction. He had made a decision to rebuild parts of it. He had been in opposi-
tion to the plans to demolish it. There had been an explosion nearby but it had 
not damaged it too badly. After a promotion at work, he had had enough money 
to buy it. An electrician had given an explanation to him about the new wiring 
needed and there would be an examination of the boiler next week. The house 
was not far off completion although there had been confusion about the paint 
colours for each room. 

Expression 

Collision 

Magician 

Electrician 

Extension 

Emotion 

Pollution 

Possession 

Impression 

Permission 

Pollution 

Division 

Expression 

Magician 

Impression 

Imagination 

Extension 

Tension 

Collision 

Possession 

Emotion 

Permission 

Politician 

-cian -sion -tion -ssion 

 magician comprehen-
sion  

invention   permission 

 mathematician  extension completion  admission  

 musician   injection  expression  

    action  discussion  

x 

x 

x 

x x 

4. a) 


