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English      Monday 22nd February 

LO: to understand the features of an explanation text 

Context: looking at the features of existing texts 

-identify features 

-label features 

 

In English, over the next two weeks we are going to be writing an explanation text. We are going 
to write to explain about ‘How do your ears work?. I want you to watch the First Oak Academy 
Lesson as it gives you a good introduction to explanation texts– ignore where it says that you are 
going to write about honey as we will be writing about something different. Do not worry about 
the vocabulary of ‘causal conjunctions’.  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-identify-the-features-of-an-explanation-text
-6tgk2r?activity=video&step=1 

 

2. I hope you listened carefully. Read the explanation texts below and on the next page. 

3. Identify and label the different features of an explanation text. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

Find time today to listen to  

Varjak chapter 16 

You have received a link for 
this. 

Label these features 

-present tense     -adverbial starters  -technical vocabulary 

-introduction     -diagram    -chronological order 

-sections or paragraphs for each part of the process       -title with a how or why question ? 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-identify-the-features-of-an-explanation-text-6tgk2r?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-identify-the-features-of-an-explanation-text-6tgk2r?activity=video&step=1
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Label these features 

-present tense     -adverbial starters 

-introduction     -diagram 

-sections or paragraphs for each part of the process 

-title with a how or why question ? 

-technical vocabulary 

-chronological order 

4. Do both texts contain all the features? Which are missing?  

5. Which explanation text do you think is better? Why?  

English      Monday 22nd February 
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English  Tuesday 23rd February 

LO: to explore an explanation  

Context: How does the ear work? 

-understand a process 

-understand and use technical vocabulary 

-label a picture 

-sequence a process using pictures 

1. Today, we are going to learn about ‘How does the ear work?’ so we know the information 
we need to be able to write our explanation text. When you watch the clip, I want you to 
think about all the technical vocabulary as well as the order the process happens in. I would 
recommend watching the film a few times so you become confident with the process. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMXoHKwWmU8 

2. Use what you have watched to add the technical words for the different parts of the ear 
to the diagram below, to label it. 

 

3. Using the pictures on the next page. Cut them out and put them in chronological order. 
Use the film to help you if you get stuck. Stick them down in a line one below he other on to 
two pieces of paper so there is space next to each one for tomorrow’s task. If you can’t 
print them, don’t worry use the letters to write out the order they should go in and there 
will be an ordered set ready for you to look at in your lesson tomorrow. 

4. Check your ordering by using p6 and 7 in Wednesday’s lesson. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMXoHKwWmU8
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English  Tuesday 23rd February 

A 

B C 

D E 

F G 

H I 
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LO: to verbally explain a process  

Context: How does the ear work? 

-use adverbials when explaining a process 

-to use technical words 

-to add extra details  

-to speak clearly and confidently 

Yesterday, you ordered the pictures for the process ‘How does the ear work?’ Today, you 
are going to verbally explain the process to the listener. 
1. Use the ordered pictures from yesterday or the ordered pictures on page 6 and 7.  
A) Add adverbial starters, either from the list below or of your own, onto each of the box-
es next to each picture- to help you remember to use them when you retell the process,  
B) Add technical words and extra details to each box to remind you to use them when you 
are retelling to help explain the process better. 

3. Before you start to practise your verbal retelling of the process, we need to check that 
we will be talking in the right tense. As ears are hearing right now, we need to use the pre-
sent tense. 
A) Which one of these is in the present tense and which is in the past tense? 
 
Firstly, the vibrations travel to the ear. The Pinna acts like a funnel and collects sounds into 
it. The vibrations then continue down into the ear canal. 
 
Firstly, the vibrations travelled to the ear. The Pinna acted like a funnel and collected 
sounds into it. The vibrations then continued down into the ear canal. 
 
Answer: the first one is in the present tense this is the tense you must use. 
 
4. Your task now is to practise retelling the explanation of ‘How the ear works?’ ready for 
your filmed performance tomorrow. 
  

English  Wednesday 24th February Find time today to listen to  

Varjak chapter 17 

You have received a link for 
this. 

Adverbial starters 
 
When? 
Afterwards, 

After that, 

First, 

Next, 

Later, 

Soon, 

Finally, 

Lastly, 

 

Why? 

As a result, 

Consequently, 

Because of the ……,     

 

 

How? 

Immediately, 

Rapidly, 

Quickly, 

 

Where? 

Inside the….., 

Further into the …., 

Outside the …., 

Behind…, 

 

Adding extra information? 

In addition, 

Additionally, 

Furthermore, 

Technical words 

vibrates 

travels 

located 

fluid 
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English  Wednesday 24th February 
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English  Wednesday 24th February 
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English     Thursday 25th February 

LO: to verbally explain a process  

Context: How does the ear work? 

-use adverbials when explaining a process 

-to use technical words 

-to add extra details  

-to speak clearly and confidently 

 
Today, you are going to film your explanation of the process of ‘How does the ear work?’ 
 
1. Check through your plan from yesterday and practise your retelling. If you can, film 
yourself and watch it back. 
2. Check these things: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Film your explanation and email it in. 
 
 

 

 

  Me My 
teacher 

has a clear start   
uses different adverbial starters     
uses technical words   
uses present tense     
adds extra details to interest the lis-
tener    

    

talks clearly   
no long pauses     
talks at the right speed for the listener     
Talks confidently     
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English      Friday 26th February 

 

 

 

Today, we are revising the spelling of words with Greek origins which you learnt in our 
‘Reading and SPAG’ lesson on Monday and having our spelling test. Do the Oak Academy 
online lesson:  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of
-greek-etymology-ch-ph-and-sc-spellings-including-test-cdk64c 

 

This link includes a test on the words that the Oak Academy set in their Lesson on Mon-
day (in Reading/SPAG).  
 
You can also test yourself on the word lists below: 
 

Challenge 1– Oak Academy word list 

school, stomach, anchor, alphabet, physical, trophy, scene,  

fascinate,  muscle, descend 

 

Challenge 2- extra words to learn 

scheme, echo, character, ache, technology, chorus, chemist,  

orchid, architect, orchestra, mechanic, photo, graph, science,   
 
There are also two spelling activity sheets on the next pages and a master challenge 

 

Find time today to listen to  

Varjak chapter 18 

You have received a link for 
this. 

Further activities 

Play these online games to practise the spelling patterns with a range of homophones lists 

‘homophones - there are two games ‘snowball’, ‘word search’ and an ‘against the clock’ spelling test. 

Shorter list (ch making ‘ck’ sound)  

https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-4646.htm 

Long challenging list (ch making ‘ck’ sound) 

https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-109.htm 

sc words 

  https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-4649.htm 

ph words 

https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-4582.htm 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-greek-etymology-ch-ph-and-sc-spellings-including-test-cdk64c
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-greek-etymology-ch-ph-and-sc-spellings-including-test-cdk64c
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-4646.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-109.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-109.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-4652.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-4649.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/list-4582.htm


10 

English      Friday 26th February 

Spelling strategies 

1.  

 

Write down 5 words that you find tricky to spell create a word shape around  
them (like in the activity above). Then write the words out in lots of different 
rainbow colours to help you to practise them. 
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English      Friday 26th February 

Spelling Strategies 

2. 
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English      Friday 26th February 

Revision of homophones 

3. Master challenge 

From Twinkl 

Copy this passage out , correcting it as you do so. 

It was tiem for shool and the skiy was black. The seen was set for an awe-

ful day.  The first activity was reciting the afabet and then it was P.E 

which is short for fisical education. Immediately, Dave pulled a musle when 

he desended the climing frame. Soon, it was time for music and the class 

orcestra set up. Finally, it was siens and a sientist came to visit the class. 

She was a cemist and had one a trofy for a discovery. 



13 

Answers English      Friday 26th February 

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Answers can be checked using the words from activity one. 

 

From Twinkl 

Copy this passage out , correcting the spellings as you do so. 

It was time for school and the sky was black. The scene was set for an 

awful day. The first activity was reciting the alphabet and then it was P.E 

which is short for physical education. Immediately, Dave pulled a muscle 

when he descended the climbing frame. Soon, it was time for music and 

the class orchestra set up. Finally, it was science and a scientist came to 

visit the class. She was a chemist and had won a trophy for a discovery. 


