
RIDGE CLASS NEWLETTER    AUTUMN 1   2020-2021 

 

Dear Parents,  

Welcome back! We hope you all had a lovely summer holiday and managed to catch some 
sunshine. We are very excited to have the children back in school and we hope they can settle 
in to a slightly more normal year (fingers crossed!)  

Our topic this term will be ‘Earth and Beyond’ and we can’t wait to explore and research 
all there is to know about our solar system and the wider universe. Please find a topic plan 
attached outlining a taste of what we will be learning throughout the term. To kick start our 
topic, we will be having a Wow Day called “A Mission to Mars” on Friday 10th September. 
Please send your children to school dressed ready for their mission. Also, if you have any 
unwanted newspapers at home, please could you send them in to school for part of our top-
secret mission? If anyone has any experience or specialist knowledge or resources at home 
that you would be willing to share with the class, please let us know.   

Our book for guided reading sessions this term will be War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells. As 
we will be completing guided reading as a whole class, we will require a large quantity of 
texts. Therefore, if you own a copy or are willing to purchase a copy for your child or to 
donate to the class, you will find the link here: https://www.amazon.co.uk/War-Worlds-Young-
Reading/dp/1474918530 

This is completely voluntary and we are grateful for any support that we receive.  

Equipment  

P.E.  

P.E. will take place on a Monday and Friday afternoon and the children will need to continue 
to come dressed for P.E. on those days. Please ensure the children wear a school P.E. kit (see 
our school website) and are fully prepared for the changeable British weather! On some 
occasions, P.E. will be moved but we will endeavour to inform you via the office or our class 
email address: ridge@leighterton.gloucs.sch.uk 

Forest School  

Forest school will continue to take place on a Wednesday. The children will need to bring in 
any spare clothes/waterproofs for this session. The children will also need Wellies for this 
session and for going on the grass at playtime so please provide these to be kept in school 
every day.  

  

School Bag/Pencil Cases 

Children will be provided with all the resources they need during the school day. They are, 
however, permitted to bring a pencil case that will fit comfortably in their drawer. We ask 
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that children do not bring any items that are unnecessary e.g. toys, squishies etc as these are 
a constant source of distraction.  

Homework 

Homework will be handed out on a Friday and collected in on a Thursday. Children will 
receive homework every week which will be stuck in their homework books. They are expected 
to complete this homework and a record will be kept.  

Spelling 

Children will receive a list of common exception words from Y4-Y6. It is important that the 
children not only practise how to spell the words, but also understand them and are able to 
write them in an appropriate sentence. They will also receive a separate spelling sheet which 
will focus on our weekly spelling pattern. They will be tested on these words and words from 
our weekly spelling patterns every Friday through a dictated paragraph. Once the children 
have completed these lists and are spelling them correctly and consistently in their written 
work, they will receive lists of more ambitious vocabulary or any spelling patterns that they 
personally find difficult.  
 

Mathematics 

Children will be given mathematics homework that will enable them to consolidate or build 
upon what they have learnt in class. There will also sometimes be a list of number facts that 
children are expected to learn and we will test the children weekly on times tables and mental 
strategies using a scheme called ‘Numeracy Ninjas’ to ensure they stay speedy and confident. 
Knowledge of times tables is essential in Year 5 and 6 as we will start to apply these facts in 
a range of more complex ways so we would be incredibly grateful if you could keep these 
ticking over at home wherever possible. As we all know, children love technology and there 
are a range of online games or apps that can be used to keep this interesting for them.  
 

Topic 

Each term the children will have a choice of 9 topic based projects to complete at home 
throughout the term. The children can choose to complete one of these projects and we ask 
that they bring them in whenever they have completed them throughout the term so that 
they can be displayed and enjoyed as part of our topic.   
 

Reading 

Please ensure children have their books and reading records in school every day. Children may 
choose from the range of books in school or they may read a book from home at an 
appropriate level and interest. We will encourage children to read a book from start to finish. 
Please remember that Reading Ladders will continue throughout the year. Once children 
have completed a book, they may bring it in to school and colour in the height of that book 
on our chart.  I know many children coming in to Ridge Class this year are very excited about 
this and have worked hard to reach as high as possible. It is important that children in year 



5 and 6 still read with an adult at least a couple of times a week so they can discuss new 
vocabulary and share their opinions on what they are reading. Within school, we will be 
reading a class book and sharing stories during guided reading sessions.   

Thank you for your support. If you have any questions regarding anything then please come 
and chat to us at the end of the day.  

Yours sincerely 

Miss Bence and Mrs Ward 


