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Value in focus: Gratitude  
Gratitude is more than saying “thank you.” When it becomes an  attitude   
—  a consistent way of orienting your attention toward what's good —  it  
reshapes how you move through your day, your relationships, and the  
harder mom ents in life. The Positivity Team  
 
Dear Parents, Carers, Friends and Governors 
 
This week’s new s 
The Year 5 and 6 children had a wonderful residential trip to Govilon Learning and Activity centre in the Brecon 
Beacons. They went walked in rivers and waterfalls, braved dark tunnels and night hikes, and enjoyed looking 
around the Big Pit museum. A lot of fun was had, and the children showed resilience and courage as they 
tackled their challenges. Thank you to Mrs Hall, Mrs Holian and Mrs Ward for taking the children on their 
adventures.  
 
The Year 6s have continued with their active life skills this week with their bikeability sessions. The instructors 
were very complimentary about how well they listened to advice and engaged in their learning. Well done to 
them all.  
 
To the rest of the school, thank you for your support with our #helloyellow for World Mental Health Day. Last 
Friday we had a bright, sunshiny school which cheered us all up and was good for our wellbeing! 
 

   
 
 
 



PTFA Halloween Disco, Friday 16 October  
It’s nearly that time of year again when the hall is filled with witches, ghosts and ghouls… See the PTFA 
information for further details about this popular event. 
 
Year 4 Maths Challenge @ Avening Primary School , Monday 19 October  
The Year 4 children are taking part in a Maths Challenge at Avening Primary School next week. We were 
hoping to be able to use the SWR minibus to transport the children, but unfortunately we are unable to do so 
on this occasion, so thank you to the parents who have offered to transport the children. We really appreciate 
your support with this! 
 
Parent Consultations  
We are holding our parent consultations after half term. 

• Monday 2 November, 3.15 – 5.30 (all classes) 

• Wednesday 4 November, 1-4pm (Saddlewood); 3.15 – 5.30 (Apsemore, Barnhill, Boxwell, Ozleworth) 

• Thursday 5 November, 3.15 – 5.30 (Ridge) 
 
Please note that if your child has a My Plan Plus, meetings have taken place outside of these dates, so there is 
no need to book. If your child has a My Plan, these will be shared with you during your parent consultation.  
 
You may be aware that the booking system is currently frozen until Monday, and Mrs Embling is currently 
sorting this problem out with our providers. If you have already booked, Mrs Embling has manually corrected 
any errors for you. Mrs Embling will let you know next week when booking can resume. Apologies for any 
inconvenience this causes.  
 
Headlice  
We are getting regular reports of headlice across the school. The best advice to get rid of the nits and lice is to 
wet comb with conditioner, but you have to be persistent over a number of days. Please see the advice from the 
NHS here: Head lice and nits - NHS 
 
Open Morning  
We are holding our open morning on Thursday 15 October . This is a drop-in session between 9am and 
11.30am – no need to book.  The older children will be giving guided tours and there will be coffee and biscuits 
available in the hall afterwards.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 
 
Dry Stone Wall Repairs  
We have some repairs taking place to the dry-stone wall in the car park starting on the morning of Friday 16 
October. We apologise in advance for the inconvenience whilst this takes place. Part of the car park will be 
cordoned off whilst the work is taking place. 
 
Caterlink Workshops, Tuesday 20 October  
To get us ready to think about Harvest, Caterlink, our school caterers, are running workshops for children 
across the school. Barnhill and Boxwell classes are going to be learning about a balanced diet. In years 3 and 
4, the children are considering food waste. In years 5 and 6, the focus is on sustainable eating.  
 
Train to Teach!  
Teaching is, in our opinion, the best job in the world and if you are interested in joining the profession and 
training to be a teacher, Balcarras Teaching School is running a Train to Teach in Gloucestershire Information 
Evening on Tuesday 3 November. 
 
The event is suitable for anyone interested in training to teach both primary and secondary-aged pupils. 
More information and registration can be found here: Train to Teach in Gloucestershire Information Evening – 
Eventbrite. There is also a poster attached to this newsletter with further information.  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2fe%2ftrain-to-teach-in-gloucestershire-information-evening-tickets-1993904178071%3faff%3doddtdtcreator%26keep_tld%3dtrue&c=E,1,Xbd-z28GcedskW3GLKHpIhrUrFxDxeobChU_W0AavLtz15OI53sup_PDAavGzFCReLqgy8qCmokUVojhNxc6pU-cZ4Mi9I6wl-RRXdtclT1x6agQoaFCdpvXIz-f&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2fe%2ftrain-to-teach-in-gloucestershire-information-evening-tickets-1993904178071%3faff%3doddtdtcreator%26keep_tld%3dtrue&c=E,1,Xbd-z28GcedskW3GLKHpIhrUrFxDxeobChU_W0AavLtz15OI53sup_PDAavGzFCReLqgy8qCmokUVojhNxc6pU-cZ4Mi9I6wl-RRXdtclT1x6agQoaFCdpvXIz-f&typo=1


 
Harvest Festival, 2.15pm Thursday 22 October  
We are currently getting ready for our Harvest Festival and we 
are once again planning to support our local Foodbank. We 
hope you are able to join us for our special assembly that 
afternoon. Children are invited to wear something green to 
school on Thursday 22 October, along with their school 
uniform – a hair ribbon, a jumper, socks, trousers - in exchange 
for a financial donation for the Foodbank. Financial donations 
can be made via the Foodbank’s Just Giving page.  
 
On Monday, we were joined by Anton from the foodbank who 
told the children all about the excellent work that the foodbank 
does for people in our local community. We hope you are able 
to support us in our Harvest offering this year.  
 
  
Gloucestershire Annual SEND Surveys 2026  
The local authority special educational needs and disabilities surveys opened on 5 October 2026 and will 
close on Friday, 4 December 2026. Feedback is used to help shape support and services across education, 
health, care and early help.  
Parents/carers in SEND families can have their say now by completing the Gloucestershire Parent Carer SEND 
Survey 
Young people (aged 16-25) with SEND can have their say now by completing the Gloucestershire Young 
Person with SEND Survey  
Actions are reported on regularly in the SEND Families in Partnership newsletters and summarised annually 
in the Local Offer reports.   
 Last year, 679 parents/carers responded. Most respondents were from White British communities and had 
school-aged children aged 5 to 16. This year, we particularly want to hear from:  

• Parent Carers and young people with SEND from ALL communities across Gloucestershire.   
• Families with children in Early Years.   
• Young people aged 16 to 25 and their families.   

 
School lunches next week  
WEEK ONE 19/10 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

A Tomato pasta Sausage Roll with 
Potato Wedges & 
Tomato Ketchup 

Roast Chicken, Stuffing, 
Roast Potatoes & Gravy 

Spaghetti Bolognese Fish Fingers with 
Chips & Tomato 

Ketchup 

B Cheese & Pepper Whirl 
with Herby Rice 

Soya Mince Pasta 
Bake 

Vegan Sausage, Roast 
Potatoes & Gravy 

Coconut Curry with Rice Cheesy Broccoli 
Frittata with Chips & 

Tomato Ketchup 

C Jacket Potato with a 
Choice of Fillings 

Jacket Potato with a 
Choice of Fillings 

Jacket Potato with a 
Choice of Fillings 

Jacket Potato with a 
Choice of Fillings 

Jacket Potato with a 
Choice of Fillings 

 Seasonal Vegetables Seasonal Vegetables Seasonal Vegetables Seasonal Vegetables Baked Beans & Peas 

 Oaty Cookie Orange Drizzle Cake Ice Cream with Fresh 
Fruit 

Carrot Cake with 
Custard 

Strawberry Jelly with 
Peaches 

There is a new lunch menu after half term – see the poster at the end of this newsletter.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Jane Rushton  
Executive Headteacher 
 

https://southcotswolds.foodbank.org.uk/support-us/donate-money#how-to-donate
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DVMeuX-NkFECbzOcvxzujEjvW4nf_rFpJnkYqUszIhxpUNkVHNEEyRk9RWDVYNDJMUVlETjQ2MlFMRi4u%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7CGeorgina.Summers%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7Cbab114d7b3734e51680508df23a0a39c%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639268845233905955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qXIZutKmCEjFToqDzQphaT4iIa62NvvHwG%2F9WRDCi0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DVMeuX-NkFECbzOcvxzujEjvW4nf_rFpJnkYqUszIhxpUNkVHNEEyRk9RWDVYNDJMUVlETjQ2MlFMRi4u%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7CGeorgina.Summers%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7Cbab114d7b3734e51680508df23a0a39c%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639268845233905955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qXIZutKmCEjFToqDzQphaT4iIa62NvvHwG%2F9WRDCi0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DVMeuX-NkFECbzOcvxzujEjvW4nf_rFpJnkYqUszIhxpUQjRTOVhBQ09XVjlYNTNIT1dDM0ExN0tGWC4u%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7CGeorgina.Summers%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7Cbab114d7b3734e51680508df23a0a39c%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639268845233918822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FCbAIRAKM5kZQAem4PUItQLexNCkb%2FAqIXHNNfpdDK4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DVMeuX-NkFECbzOcvxzujEjvW4nf_rFpJnkYqUszIhxpUQjRTOVhBQ09XVjlYNTNIT1dDM0ExN0tGWC4u%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7CGeorgina.Summers%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7Cbab114d7b3734e51680508df23a0a39c%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639268845233918822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FCbAIRAKM5kZQAem4PUItQLexNCkb%2FAqIXHNNfpdDK4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk%2Fkb5%2Fgloucs%2Fglosfamilies%2Fadvice.page%3Fid%3DZEqi8cXVDKs&data=05%7C02%7CGeorgina.Summers%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7Cbab114d7b3734e51680508df23a0a39c%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639268845233892933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CE%2BtrwWnJStKUWnEnKbGx%2FeJ107O4PeVUhoMDhJJr5E%3D&reserved=0


Attendance Information  
 

97.3%  

This is above the national average 😊 

 

Thinking Corner  
 

If you could travel back in time,  
to which era would you travel?  
Who would you like to meet?  
What would you ask them?  

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
(Please note that there sometimes may be changes/additions at short notice)  

 
Friday 16 October   PTFA Halloween Disco 
Monday 19 October   Y4 Maths Challenge @ Avening Primary School 
Tuesday 20 October   Caterlink workshops 
Thursday 22 October   2.15pm Harvest Festival 
Friday 23 October   End of term (normal finish time) 
 

Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October – school closed for half -term 
 
 

            PTFA NEWSLETTER             

  Halloween Fun is Coming!   

      Halloween Disco – TOMORROW!       

Get your costumes ready… the Halloween Disco is tomorrow!                                                                                                
We can’t wait to see everyone who has booked their place, dressed up and ready for an evening of spooky 

fun, games and dancing!                                                    

       Please remember: NO props or masks are allowed.  
A huge THANK YOU  to all the wonderful volunteers who have offered to help make the evening a frightfully 

fantastic one!       
If you have volunteered to help during the disco, please arrive 10 minutes before the disco starts  for a 
quick briefing. 
 

       Pumpkin & Halloween Decoration Competition        

Calling all little witches, wizards, ghosts and ghouls… tomorrow morning is competition day!                                        
Bring your amazing pumpkin or Halloween decoration entries into school first thing tomorrow morning . 

We’ll be waiting on the gate to collect them.       

And remember… this competition isn’t just for the children!                
We want to see what our grown -ups can create too , so adults are very welcome to enter. Let’s see who can 

come up with the most creative, creepy and spook -tacular  creation!                                        
We will then choose our winners, with certificates being awarded in assembly tomorrow afternoon!  

       

Good luck, everyone                    
 

 



  
 
 

We are O.A.K. 
Optimism – We are optimistic. 

We persevere to improve. 
Ambition – We are ambitious. 

We aim high and do our best. 
Kindness – We are kind. 

We use kind words and kind actions. We respect ourselves, others and our world. 
 

Rooted in optimism, ambition and kindness, we grow together. 
 
 
 



 



 
Community News  
(Please note that the school does not endorse external providers and families should enure they are satisfied 
will all necessary safegurding checks before engaging with any advertised services below.) 
 

 

           

 

 

            



 

    

     

 
 


